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glad if the Senator had spared h.m; bat he sup- 
posed the Senator was so delighted ai the idea of a 
change in the Cabinet, that it wonld be difficult to 
restrain his exu'tations. Upon this ground he (Mr. 
B.) treely forgave him; and he would add the hope 
that the Senator might realize all his expectations. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Ber- 
RIEN’S moiion to take up the bill to provide fvriher 
remedial! justice iv the district courts of the Uni'ed 
States, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 20, 
nays 17: and the bill was taken up as ia commitiee 
oi the whole. 

Mr. WALKER obtained the floor; but, the hour 
being late, gave way for other business, which 
was disposed of ina few minutes, and then 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 20, 1842, 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Jonas 
Farnsworth and other citizens of Pembroke, Maine, 
praying for the passage of the tariff bill reported 
by the Committee on Manulaciares; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. Also, certain testimony in support 
of the petition of John Patten, jr., owner of schoon- 
er Credit; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. McKEON presented a petition on behalf of 
the captive patriots from the inbabitan's of the 
town of Charlotie, in the county of Ciatauque, 
in the State of New York. 

Mr. PLUMER presented the petition and ac- 
companying papers of Elizabeth Gilmore, widow of 
Thos. Gilmore, a soldier of the Revolution, for a 
pension: referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

Mr. READ rose to present a petition; and, as it 
was accompanied with a resolution of instruction, 
he wished to give a brief statement of the circum- 
siances under which the petition was presented. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK called the gentleman to or- 
der. 

Mr. READ said, this being petition day, he was 
in order. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK said, if this were petition 
day, still the gentleman was not in order until peti- 
tions were called in order. 


Mr. READ said there were peculiar cireum- 
stances altending the petition which he had risen to 
present: it was a petition which was accompanied 
by a resolution directing the Committee on Ac- 
counts to pay to the widow and children of his pre- 
decessor the pay to which he would have been en- 
titled if he had been in attendance in Congress 
until the 17th day of March; and, as it was accom- 
panied by a motion ot instruction, it did not come 
under the general rule. 


Mr. CUSHING suggested that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania shou!d make ita resolution of 
inquiry, and thereby he would obviate the difficulty. 

Mr. READ went on to explain the circumstances 
of the case. His predecessor (Mr. Dimock) came 
here at the extra session, so far as was known, in 
perfect health; and, while here attending to his 
duties, he contracted an illness which was so severe 
that he was subjected to the daily application of a 
hot bath, into which it was necessary that he 
should be lified by two or three men. He (Mr 
ReaD) meationed this to show the great expense to 
which his predecessor was put. Mr. Dimock so 
far recovered as to enable him to get home, where, 
for a few days, he was able to walk abon!; but he 
again became sick, r. quiring the same as sis'anceas 
before, and he remained in a staie of suff-ring un- 
tilthe 13th of January, when he died; and ‘he great 
expense to which he had been put bad very mach 
embarrassed his pecuniary circumstances, 

His colleague from the Luzerne district some 
time since presented a letter on this subject to the 
Committee on Accounts, and thatcommittee, with- 
out deciding against the claim, rejected it, solely 
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on the ground that the committee had no power to 
award the amount asked, without authoriiy from 
the House; and hence this petition was presented 
tu the House, signed by from 8U to 90 persons, 
praying that the widow and children shouid be paid 
ip to the 17ih March, being the day before that on 
which he (Mr. Reap) took his seat there az the 
successcer of Mr. Dimock, who contracted the dis- 
ease Cf which he died while attending to his pub- 
lic duties. If this was deemed unreasonable, then 
the motion would be to pay until the day of his 
death—the 13:h January. He hoped, however, 
the original motion would be agreed to, and that 
the amiable family left by the deceased would be 
paid the poor pittance now asked. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved so to amend as to 
change the resolution to ene of inquiry into the 
expediency of paying the amount asked. 

Mr. MARCHAND, chairman of the Committee 
on Accounts, made some explanation, which was 
not distinctly heard at the reporter’s desk; but he 
was understood tw state that this case had been 
before the Committee on Accounts, and, as Mr. 
Dimock had noi left his home to attend the present 
session, the committee had not the power to allow 
the claim. If he had only started ove day, the 
ciaim could bave been allowed; but as the deceas- 
ed had not been ab!e to leave his home at all, the 
committee required authority from the House to 
award the pay. 

Mr. BIDLACK hoped the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Fittmore} would withdraw his amend- 
ment; for, from the statement of the chairman of 
the Committee on Accounts, they had not power, 
according to a strict construction of the Constitu- 
tion, to grant the claim without authority from the 
House. 

Mr. GRANGER said, if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would change his resolution to one 
of inquiry into the expediency of paying the family 
of the deceased his pay up to the day of his death, 
he (Mr. Grancer) would not interpose any objec- 
tions. Ele then made the motion which he had 
suggested to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ARNOLD said, as they were about to estab- 
lish a new principle, he should call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. BRIGGS thought they had better have the 
reportof a committee upon the subject, before they 
auliempted to act upon i. 

Aiter a few words from Messrs. JAMES, READ, 
STANLY, and others, 

Mr. Grancer’s amendment was adopted, and in 
that form the resolution was passed. 

The SPEAKER presented a memorial from the 
guard of marine of the exploring expedition, asking 
for pay for the time they have been kept in the ser- 
vice beyond the term of their enlistment; the me- 
morial was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. KING of Georgia presented a petition from 
inhabitants of Alexandria, which was understood 
to pray for their retrocession to the State of Vir- 
ginia, that they may exercise the elective franchise. 
He moved its reference to a select committee. 

Mr. FILLMORE objecied to a special commit- 
tee, and suggested the reference to the Commitiee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. ADAMS spoke at some length on the sub- 
ject, but it was only occasionally that any of his 
observations could be heard. He was, however, 
understood to call the atiention of the House to 
the importsnce of the peti ion, which he considered 
to amount toa peiton for a dissolution of the 
Union; and he said, if it became the subject of de- 
bate, he should move the removal of the seat of 
Government. He spoke of the purposes with 
which this District was ceded to the General Gov 
ernment, and he had no doubt that if this House 
should undertake to do that for which the petition- 
ers prayed, a dissolution of the Union would ensne. 
He boped, therefore, the memorial would be re- 
ceived with respect, and referred to a committee of 
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ene member from each Siate of the Unien; for it 


Was a question in which every State of the Union 
Was infinitely more interested than the Disirict of 
Columbia itself. 

Mr. KING replied. He said he was surprised 
that the honorable and jearned gentleman from 
Massachusetts should feel so much alarm beeause 
the people of this District asked to have their rights 
considered by a seiect committee. If the genile- 
man from Massachusetts bad not made the motion 
to refer the petition to one member from each 
State, he (Mr. K.) would make that motion before 
hesatdown. He then proceeded to reply to the 
gentleman from Massaehusetts, on the question of 
the absolute jurisdicticn of Congress over the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. He contended that Congress 
had no more jurisdiction, by the terms of the Con- 
stitution, than was possessed over the ports, arse- 
nals, navy-yards, &c., which were ceded to the 
General Government by the States for such pur- 
poses; and yet the persons resident in the pornons 
of the States which bad been ceded for forts, apse- 
nals, and navy-yards, exercised the elective fran- 
chise. 

After some other observations, he moved to re 
fer the petition to such a committee as he had de- 
signated. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON and Mr. OLIVER si- 
rultaneously moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

Mr. OLIVER moved to lay the petition on the 
jable, on the ground that it raised the question of 
iurisdiction of Congress over the District, impugn- 
tng the right of the States of Virginia and Mary- 
land to cede the jurisdiction; and Congress could 
not consider that subject, without having the memo- 
rial printed. 

The motion was agreed to, and the petition was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. STUART of Illinois asked leave to intro- 
duce a bill making appropriations for ceriain har- 
bors and the improvement of certain rivers tor the 
year 1842 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and others, objected. 

Mr. STUART moved to suspend the ruies to en- 
able him to get in the bill; bat the motion was 
negatived. 


Mr. ADAMS, by ihe general consent of the 
House, offered the fellowing resolution, which was 
considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House, as soon as may be practicable after the 
first day of July next, the amount patd or credited to each of 
the several States of this Union from the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands; also the amount retained ip payment of prin 
cipal or interest of debts due from the States to the United 
States, aud the amountof debt due from each of the indebted. 
States to the United States. 


THE TARIFF. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the Houre re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. McKenman of Pennsyl- 
vania in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill ‘to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing regulations impos- 
ing duties on imports, and for other purposes.” 

When the House adjourned on Saturday last, 
the state of the question was this: The following 
item of the bi!! being under consideration: 

“Be tt enacted, &c., That from andafier the 30th day of June 
next, in leu of the duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinafter mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from 
duty, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, the following du- 
ties, that is to say: 

“First. On wool unmanufactured, the value whereof at the laat 
port or place from whence expo: ed to the United States shall ex- 
ceed eight centa per pound, shaii be levied a duty of thirty pet 
cent. ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. Satronstatt had moved to strike out the 
said item, and imsert in licu thereof a portion of 
the bill reported from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, 

{Nots.—This motion embraced the whole of that bill, with 
the following modifications: 


In the first item of the proposed amendment, the words “thir- 
tieth day of July” were substituted for the words “thirtieth day 
of June.” 
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And the jast section, which is in the following words, was 
stricken ou! 
Sec. 9. And 





SS a 


be it further enacted, Thatif any person shall, 


knowingly and wilfully, with intent to defraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuggie, or clandestinely introduce into the 
United States, any goods, wares, or merchandise subject to duty 
by jaw, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
yaccounting for the duty, or shall make out ot pass, or at- 
tempt to pass rough the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such person, his, her, or their aiders 
and «bettors, shal] be deemed guilty ofa misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction there ial! be able toa fine or imprisonment, or 
both; the fine not to exceed five thousand doliars, or the im 
prisonment two years. } 


Mr. Hazgersnam had moved to amend the 
amendment by inserting, in lieu thereof, after the 
words “Be it enacted,” &c., the bill which had 
heretofore been reported by him from the minority 
of the Committee on Manufaciures. 

Mr. RANDOLPH of New Jersey, who was en- 
titled to the floor, addressed the committee, up to 
the expiration of his hour, in support of the 
amendment of Mr. Satstonsrati. He first com- 
menced witha reply to the remarks of Mr. A. V. 
Brown of ‘Tennessee, justifying the Committee on 
Manufaciures for the description of testimony taken 
by them. He next went on to defend the policy of 
distribuiing the proceeds of the public lands, avow- 
ing his determination to vote for the repeal of the 
twenty per cent. cause of the distribution bill. 
After a brief reply to Mr. HabersnaM, in which he 
argued in favor of specific duties, and contended 
that they were the best mode of preventing fraud, 
as we'l asof collecting revenue, he went into anelab- 
orate argumentin favor of the policy of protec 
tiun to domestic manufactures; which, he argued, 
was not so much for the benefit of the manufac- 
turer, asof the laboring man, and, indeed, of all 
classes of the communily. 

Mr. HUNT next obtained the floor. Having 
been on the Committee on Manufactures, and hav- 
ing considered the subject, although he had abund- 
ance cf time to prepare for a long speech, yct he 
had not time to prepare for a short speech of one 
hour. In considering the subject, he had taken ce- 
casion to say to gentlemen that they were wrang- 
ling about words, instead of things. Many were 
talking about protection: he imagined the true 
point at issue was, whether this country would, by 
counter-legislation, protect its own labor from the 
regulations adopted in other countries? He asked 
gentlemen, as patriots, to come up and aid him in 
settling the details of a bill that would counteract 
the influence of foreign Governments. In alluding 
to the apprehensions which had been expressed lest 
the manufacturers would require a degree of pro- 
tection which the South would not tolerate, he 
thought the condition of the revenue, and the neces- 
sity of this measure as one for revenue only, were 
issues in which the constitutionality ot protection 
was essentially merged. 

He spoke of the amount required to carry on the 
Government. It had been estimated variously. 
None would start up, however, and say that the 
Government could do without, at least, twenty- 
seven millions. Where was this arount to come 
from? There were four sources from which an in- 
come could be derived—direct taxation, excises, 
the public lands, and customs. Wiih regard to the 
first two, he said no legislator would think of im- 
posing either in time of peace. Public opinion 
would not tolerate either. As to the public lands, 
he would pass that subject over, in consideration of 
its extent and the shortness of histime. He next 
came to the fourth mode of raising revenue, to wit, 
by cusioms; and begged gent'emen to aid him in 
devising a plan or settled system 

He had heard many propositions for retrench- 
ment of the expenses of the Government, the cut- 
ting down of the army and navy, &c. He held, 
however, that these propositions were impractica- 
bie; and that neither the army nor the navy could 
be reduced. Taking this fact, and regarding the 
average importation at 94 millions a year—which 
Was the case from 1834 to 1840—he ihought it 
would be impossible te do without a higher rate of 
duties than was preposed in one of the billy. Con- 
sidering our prospects ahead, he feared lest the 
importations hereafter would not average 94 mil- 
Jions. It was plain that higher duties must be im- 
Pp osed; and he wished them put on so as to discrim- 
inate ia favor of our manufaetures. He wished a 
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permanent system, free from log-rolling or political 
considerations. Let the manufacturers know what 
they had to depend upon for ten years; and he pre- 
dicted great results from Yankee ingenuity. 

Not only did he believe that Congress had the 
constitutional power, but be held it to be their duty, 
io protect American iabor from the hostile enact- 
ments of foreion Governments. He referred toa 
lever from Mr. Jefferson, when that philosopher 
(for,said Mr. H., he was not a statesman) was in 
his old age, and free from passions, in which an 
opinion was expressed favorable to American 
manufactures, as being as ‘‘necessary to preserve 
our independence as our comfort.” This letter 
was writien in 1816, and he thought it should have 
weight with at least a portion of the House. 

The amount of capital invested in manufacto- 
ries was $300,000,000, and the number of persons 
employed 731,000. According to the census, and 
the calculations he had made, thirty-four millions 
of dollars were invested in sheep, one-fifth of which 
belonged to New York. The wool was now of the 
best kind, the coarser kind having disappeared 
from the country. Was this great interest worthy 
of protection? He would not say that it was; but 
he begged that the legislation of Congress might 
not be so shaped as to effect its rnin. He referred 
to the celebrated Methuen treaty between England 
and Poriugal, by which Portugal was to receive 
the woollens of England free, whilst England re- 
ceived the wines of Portugal ai less duty than the 
French. In other respects, the treaty had operated 
unequally, and had brought down the pride and 
the wealih of the house of Braganza. He ¢@e- 
scribed the condition of that couniry since, and the 
numerous exactions paid to England. He also 
referred to the condition of France, and contended 
that the most judicious results had grown ont of 
the protection of the home arts by her monarch. 

England, too, had derived ihe greatest alvan- 
tage from the proteciive system. He challenged 
gentlemen to point outa single British statesman, 
Whig or Tory, who had practically advocated free 
trade. He quoted from the speech of Peel on the 
23d of April, in which that minister expressed him- 
self favorable to protective | Gates , although ad- 
mitting that, in the abstraci, it would seem better to 
buy in ihe cheaper and ; sell it in the dearer market. 

Mr. Robinson, another member of Parliament, 
also declared that it was idle to think of free trade. 
Nex!, having alinded to other countries, he came 
io our own. He spoke of the isjurious tendency 
of the large importations of silks, which he thought 
the wives and danghters of the land might have bet- 
ter done without. Heexhibited the amount of imports 
and exports from the United States to England, 
France, and Holland—showing a large dispropor- 
‘ion against us which had been paid in specie. A 
large amount of specie had been paid for sour 
French wines not fit for any manto drink. Con- 
sidering these circumstances, it was not surprising 
that we were in debt, and he thought we never 
would be out until we were prepared to make our 
own fabrics. The tariff of 1816 was forced on the 
North. It wasa measure of tue South. In 1822, 
the first factory was erected at Lowell, where so 
many millions were now invested, and so many 
thousand operatives supported. What had been 
the history of the subject since? Up to 1841—[here 
the Chairman knocked the table with his ivory 
hammer, and Mr. H. had to conclude. ] : 

Mc. VAN BUREN spoke in opposition to a 
high tariff for protection. He commenced by ob 
serving that the subject was ap unpleasaat one, 
whether they looked at it as a tariff for revenue or 
a tariff fur protection, or in reference to its bearings 
on the policy and operations of this Government 
with regard to the diversified interesis of the coun- 
try;—it was so important that no member of that 
committee would approach it without due delibera- 
tion. He then reviewed the preliminary discussion 
in the House, at an early period of the session, on 
the question of reference of so much of the Presi- 
deni’s message as relates to this subject; and men- 
tioned the fact, that though, on that occasion, after 
the struggle between the two parues—one of which 
sought the reference of the message to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures, with a view of protection; 
and the Other sought to refer it to the Committee of 





| struction or repeal. 


| In favor of 


I 


Ways and Means, for the purposesof revenue— 
ihe House rele rred thesubject to the Committee on 
Manufactures, the Committee of Ways and Means 
had considered the subject, and reported a bill 
more protective than the bill ef the Committee on 
Manufactures itself. He then alluded to the differ- 
ences which exis'ed, even amongst those who were 
protection, as to the articles on which 
the duties sheuld be levied; and proceeded to show 


that the protectionisis had sought to produce the ne- 


cessity for a high tariff; and to this purpose all the 
measures of the extra session tended. He believed 
there would be found no one of that committee op- 
posed to such duties as would be sufficient for a 
prudentand economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment; but there were many opposed to extrava- 

gant expenditures, such as th: -y had witnessed, for 


ihe purpose of affording an argument for bigh 
duties. 


He believed it was not then in order; but when 
the proper time arrived, he should move to strike 
out from the bill the proviso to the 4th section, 
which preserves the land distribution act from ob- 
He said he believed he could 


| vouch for the Democracy on that floor, that if the 


| economical purposes of the Goverment. 


land revenues were restored to the Government, to 
which they belonged, they would be willing to vote 
for such a tariff as would be necessary for the 
On the 


success of the disiribution bill, be believed the suc- 


| cess of 





| them ; aright, 


|; own acts, 


f all the other measures of the extra session 
were mace to depend; and they were all links of 
one great chain of policy, which was intended to 
consolidate the power of this Government, and 
break down not only State rights, but Siate lines. 
The apportionment bill jnst passed was of the same 
class; bat itexiended its operations still farther, and 
broke down not only county lines, but those of town- 
ships also. Several members, if ‘he had understood 
were induced to vote for the distribu- 
tion law for ‘the reason, that it conta 1ined a proviso to 
rencer it inoperative if the tariff should be found 
to break in upon the eompromise act of 1833. He 
(Mr. Van Boren) claimed, therefore, that the pro- 
viso of the present tariff bill, to which he had 
aliuded, should be stricken out; ‘he claimed it in the 
name of that legislative faith ‘which was pledged 
atthe extra session. Some gentlemen might not 
feel bound by the acts of prior Houses, but they 
surely shou'd pay deference and respect to their 
This clause ought not to remain, for 
the further reason—hat the land fand was necessa- 
ry to the General Government, to enable it to pay 
iis debts, and meet its liabilities under which it pow 
labored. They ali must doubiless remember the 
elowing terms in which distribution was advocated 
in that House; ihey were told that ii would enable 
the States to meet their most pressing liabilities, 
and relieve them from the difficuliies under which 
they suffered. Bat what had been the consequence 
of ieaching the States to rely on others rather than 
on themselves and tneir own exertions? Why, re- 
pudiation—and repudiation of the worst sort—the 
repudiation of inability. Whe State of New York, 
whose high-minded citizens he in part re presented, 
however, had entered upon a new era; with them, 
the time of payment had commenced; they had ar- 
resied the expenditures, which had proved ruinous 
to the credit of the State; they had had the courage 
to lay a direct tax to raise rufiicient revenue; and, as a 
consequence, the credit of the State, which, during 
the period of extravagance and of borrowing, was at 
20 or 25 per cent. discount, was now at its par 
value. Such was the result of the change of 
policy. 

The proceeds of the public Jands ought to be ree 
stored to the General Government, also, because 
they are required for national purposes—for the 
navy—for the purpose of building arsenals and 
purchasing munitions of war; for, in time of peace, 
they were taught to prepare for war. 

ble then examined, in minute detail, the doctrines 
of the advocates of a tariff, and its operation in the 
production of revenue or protection of the home 
manufacturer. He also pointed out the injustice of 
a high tariff to the other diversified interests of the 
country, and to its commerce generally; and added, 
that, if the tariff should be prohibitory, revenue 
would cease, and the only legitimate object of tax- 
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ation would be frustrated. He went through a 
mass of statistics to show how various interests 
would be affected; and concluded by observing that, 
if the trammels and restrictioas which hau been 
imposed hy legislation for the beuefit of the few, at 
the expense of the many, were removed, trade 
would regulate itself. This, especially, should be 
the policy of a Government which professed to give 
equal protection to a'l, and exclusive privileges to 
none. They were called upon to raise up a dowa- 
fallen people—to resuscitate the business of the 
country—to restore its f nances~-to give to the peo- 
ple a sound currency, and to bring back the pros- 
prrity of this great and glorious Union. The coun- 
try was in a state of profound peace; it possessed 
all the elements of prosperity and of national great- 
ness; and yet, singular as it might be, they hada 
bankrupt treasury, and a Government without 
credit; tor, like a spendthrift, they had squandered 
their possessions. True, they had had too much 
fictitious capita!: and to this, much of the existing 
evil might be traced. Let, then, the currency be 
reduced to a hard-money basis. Let their currency 
be knowa for its goodness, and manufactures would 
flourish. 

[The honorable gentleman was here cut off by 
the expiration of his allotted hour.] 

Mr. BROCK WAY next took the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee at length in favor of the pro- 
tective policy, in which the State he represented 
had so deep an interest. In order to show the deep 
stake which his constituents had in this question, 
he said that the state cf Connecticut had a capital 
invested in manutaciures of upwards of thirteen 
millions of dojlars, employing twenty thousand per- 
sons, and the district from which he came had 
three millions iuvesied in the same way. The 
amount in the aggregate of capial, skill, and in- 
dustry, that was employed in manufactures by his 
State, was sufficient to cause her to speak out and 
be heard on the subject. Mr. B. further said that 
sixteen millions of dollars worth of goods were an- 
nually produced in his State. Mr. B. stated that 
the protective policy did not originate in New Eng- 
land. It was forced ou her by the acts of this 
Government; and he glanced at the long course of 
legislation which had induced so many in the 
North and East to invest capital in manufactures, 
and which, he said, gave them certain vested rights, 
by pledging the faith of the Government for their 
protection. Mr. B. then continued his argument 
up to the expiration of bis hour, to show the con- 
stitutionality and expediency of protection to do- 
mesii¢c manufactures. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana obtained the floor. 

Mr. BLACK moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. GAMBLE hoped it would, as he wished a 
Georgia claim taken up. 

Tne question on the motion that the committee 
rise was taken, and decided in the negative. (Ten 
minutes past three.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana then proceeded. 
He regretted the course which the debate had 
taken. He was scrry the question had net been 
divcussed without reference to party considerations, 
There was atime when great American in'erests 
were looked to, vithout regard to party. That 
time, he regretted, was now past. 

A large party in this country were opposed toa 
protective tariff. He felt proud to be in its favor, 
and referred to the history of the tariffs and pro- 
hibitions of other Governments, which operate so 
injariously on our productions or manufactures, 
One of the chief reasons for adopting the Consiti- 
tution was, that the Federal Goversmeni might 
have power to protect the general interests of the 
coun'ry. Mr. Madison adyceaied the Coustitution 
on that ground, and Oid Virginia aecepted it partly 
because it gave the awhority to protect nae 
tive prodections. He cailed attention io the 
resolutions of Mr. Madison in 1793, which he 
termed the germe of the protective system. The 
speeches of Madison and Smith were sen! to Mr. 
Jefferson at Monticello, and he replied in a letter 
which took grouad against free trade and in favor 
of protection. 

He referred to the treaty with Englan‘, con- 
cluded by Mr. Jay. This was the nearest ap- 
proach ever made to free trade, and the jacobinical 


democratic clubs all over the country burnt 
him in effigy, on account of the abhorrence 
in which they held the provisions of the treaty. 
Matiers went on until the whole question was 
merged into that of the propriety of a protec 
live tariff. The tariff of 1816 was passed with- 
out opposition; and it was not until long after, that 
a politician of Virginia, now no more, discovered 
that it was protective, and Congress had no power 
to pass such a tariff. He replied to ihe remarks of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. A. V. Brown, ] 
who called the tariff of 1816 a protective tariff. 
He referred to the opinions of General Jackson 
and Mariin Van Buren, the head and front of the 
Democratic party, who once advocated an old- 
fashioned Yankee protective tariff. 

He spoke of the arguments adduced, that it 
would be bad faith to raise the duties, in violation 
of the compromise act, and contended that protec- 
tion was contemplated, even by thatact. It was 
utterly futile to contend that this law was binding. 
He held it to be no more binding than the bank- 
rupt law, or any other law of Congress. No legis- 
lature had a right to bind its successors for eight or 
ten years. He quoted from speeches made on the 
oceasion of the introduction of the compromise, 
and went at large into its intent and meaning. 

Mr. T. concluded at the end of his hour; having, 
in the course of his remarks, entered into a com- 
parison between ithe policy pursued by America 
and England, and an examination of the effect of 
a tariff on the various interests in this country. 

Mr. COWEN next obtained the floor; and, by 
his consent— 

Mr. WELLER moved that the committee rise. 

The commiutee then rose, and reported pro- 
gress. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered a resolution, 
whch was adopted, authorizing the Attorney Gen- 
eral 'o employ a temporary clerk. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, June 21, 1842. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Whiteside county, Illinois, pray- 
ing for a post-route from Peoria to Fulton city; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Hannah 
Bartlett and Thomas Quantrill; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 


Mr. SMITH of Ind., from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which had been referred the petition of 
A. R MeNair and Charles Worsley, (praying that 
moneys paid the Government for land may be re- 
funded them,) and tmany similar cases, reported a 
general bill in relation to lands heretofore sold at 
the land office in the Greensburg, (late St. Helena) 
disir'ct, Louisiana, authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to refund the purchase money in 
cases where a patent cannot justly issue, owing to 
the imperfect and erroneous character of the pub- 
lic surveys, or conflicting private claims growing 
out of the Spanish and French grants; and also 
authorizing the President of the United States to 
cause the surrendered lands to be rerurveyed in 
that district, if he shall deem it expedient. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the city of Buffalo, praying that such duties may 
be imposed on foreign imports as will afford am 
ple revenue for the support of Government, and 
give protection to domestic manufactures; also 
praying taat Congress will pass ihe currency bill: 
the first branch was referred to the Commitee on 
Manufactures, aud the second ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Select Committee on the 
petition of David Jones, made an adverse repor'; 
which was orcered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whieh had been referred the reso- 
lution from the Commitiee on Finance, proposing 
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the army 
to (he scale proposed in the proviso to the first sec- 

tion of the army appropriation bill of the House; 
and also into the expediency of regulating the pay 
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of the general staff in the manner therein proposed, 
and to regulate the allowance of rations to com- 
manding officers of separate posts, as provided in 
the proviso No. 2 of 24 section of said ac —report- 
ed a bill respecting the organization of the army, 
and for oiher purposes; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

The report accompanying the bill was read. It 
states that the proviso in the Ist section of the bill 
from the House, which has been referred to the 
commitiee, proposes—Ist, to disband the 2d_regi- 
ment of dragoons; 24, to reduce the artillery 
companies from seventy-one to fifty-five; and, 3d, 
the infantry companies from ninety to fifty-one; 
making, in the aggregate, a reduction of 4,475 for 
the present establishment of non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and artificers and privates, 
amounting to 11,804—leaving a force, on paper, of 
7,329, which it would be exceedingly difficult to 
keep up by enlistment to 6,000. 

The committee [on Military Affairs] propose a 
different and less extensive plan of reduction, 
which, in their judgment, will leave the army in a 
much more effective condition, and at very little 
more cost, than the plan suggested by the House 
bill. 


In regard to the 2d regiment dragoons, the com- 
miitee propose to continue it, with this diminution 
of actual expense, and a reduction of the privates 
in each company of both regiments to fifty, in- 
stead of the present number, seventy-one. 


It is also preposed to reduce each company of 
artillery and infantry to fifiy; suffering the non- 
commissioned staff of regiments, and the other en- 
listed men of companies, sergeants, corporals, mu- 
sicians, farriers in the dragoons, and artificers in 
the artillery, to remain as at present. 


This arrangement gives 60 non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, to each company 
of infantry; 61, including a farrier, to each com- 
pany of dragoons; and 63, including artificers, to 
each company of artillery. By this plan, the fol- 
lowing reluction will be made: 





In the twenty companies of dragoons . 200 
In the forty companies of arti\/ery : 320 
In the eighty companies of infantry - 2,400 

2 920 


Leaving the strength of the army 8,884 enlisted 
men, instead of 7,329, ax proposed by House bill: 
making a difference of 1,555. An army of 8,884, 
on paper, will give an effective force in the field, 
on an average, of about 7,000. And this is less 
than the standing force established in 1808, in Mr. 
J fferson’s administration, and the minimum neces- 
sary, in the opinion of the committee, for the early 
demands o: tbe service. 

The committee come to the ccnclusion that the 
subject of the pay of the staff shall be postponed 
until the next session of Congress, for the purpuse 
of procuring from the department a fuil report 
upon the organization and pay ef the staff. In the 
mean time the committee propose the abolition of 
the office of Commissary General of Purchases, 
and the superintendent of armories. 


In regard to the allowance of additional rations 
under certain circumstances, the committee enter 
tain no doubt of its propriety, and propose to cen- 
tinue them. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


THE RHODE ISLAND DIFFICULTIES. 


Mr. ALLEN asked the Senate to take up the 
re<olution suodmitted by him some time ago, call- 
ing upon the President of the United States for in- 
formation on the subject of the difficulties in Rhode 
Island, and how far he had interfered by the power 
of the National Government; and the amendment 
thereto, submitted by Mi. Tat Manse, asserting 
the powers and duties of the President, touching 
insurrectionary movemenis in the States, and ap- 
proving the course of the President with reference 
to the difficulties in Riode Island. 

Mr. A. merely wisned these resolutions to be 


taken up, for the purpose of making it a special 
order for some day next week. 

Objection being made, Mr. ALLEN demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motion, which were 





Ne ee a 





is 


660 


——— 








ordered; and, the question being put, was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 21, nays 15, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Choate, Crafts, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Merrick, Preston, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Talimadge, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 


Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2t. “. 

NA YS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Conrad, Critten- 
den, Cuthbert, Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Morehead, Smith of Indiana, White, and Woodbridge—15. 

Mr. ALLEN now moved to make the resolution 
the special order for Wednesday week. 

Mr. MERRICK suggested Monday week, which 
was accepied by the mover; and the question being 
put, the resolutions were postponed till Monday 
week, and made a special order for that day. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the Senate to take up the 
resolution submitted by him on Friday last, previ- 
ding for a daily recess, and confining the action oi 
the Senate to b lls of a public character during the 
morning session, and to bills of a private nature 
in the afternoon session, 

The question was put, and the motion was disa- 
grced to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Conrap on 
Tuesday last was taken up, and read as follows: 

“Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
io the Senate, so faras he may deem it compauble with the 
public taterest, what tmaeasures, if any, have been taken to ob- 
tama the recognition, by the Mexican Governme.i, of such 
claims of Anerican citizens as were laid before the late joint 
commission, but were not acted upon by it, and the satisfaction 


of such claims as were admitted by said commission; also, 


whether any facts have come to his knowledge, calculated to 


induce a belief thatany claims have been rejected in conse- 
juence of the evidence thereof having been withheld by the 
Mexican Government, its officers or agents.” 

Mr. CONRAD, after speaking of the objects 
and the necessity for the passage of the resolution, 
said, when the resolution was last up, the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. Kina] was of the impression 
that the call was unnecessary, inasmuch as the 
information had been already called for on a reso- 
lution passed at his instance. He believed that 
that honorable Senator was now satisfied that he 
misapprehended the purport of this resolution. He 
begged leave to amend the resolution, by inserting 
the word “finally” afier the word ‘‘acted,” so as to 
read “claims not finally acted upon.” 

Mr. KING had no objection to the resolution as 
modified. He had misunderstood its purport when 
it was presented. 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, with amendments, House 
bill entitled **An act to reguiate arrests on mesne 
process in the county of Washington, in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia,” which were read. 

Several adverse reports from standing commit- 
tees on private claims, were taken up and concur- 
red in. 

Mr. McROBERTS gave notice that, when the 
bill of the Senate (181) ‘to provide for further 
remedial justice in the courts of the United States,” 
came up for consideration, it was his intention to 
move to amend it with two additienal sections, to 
restrain, within prescribed limits, the power of the 
President in calling out the army or militia for the 
purpose of suppressing obstructions, or alleged 
cbstruciions, to the laws of individual States. His 

e object in introducing the amendment now, was to 

have it printed, by the time the bill was taken up. 
The proposed amendment was read as follows: 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the powers confer- 

red upon the President of the United States, by the act to pro- 

vide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 


‘ss insurrections, and repel invasions, approved 
! 





february 28, 1795; or by the act authorizing the employment 
of the Jand and naval forces of the United States, in cases of in- 
surrections, approved March 3, 1807, shall not be exercised by 
him hereafter, for the purpose of suppressing obstructions, or 
alleged ubstructions, to the laws of an individual State, or of 
domestic violence therein, except during the recess of Congress, 
and then only in case of actual force; and that at the first ses- 
sion afier the exercise of such power by him, he shall lay be- 
fore Congress a full and detailed statement of the facts and in- 
formation upon which he acted, together with copies of all com- 
munications received, and all orders issued by him, or under 
his direction, touching the premises. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where 
application shall be made to the President, when Congress shall 
be in session, by the Executive or Legislature of a State, for the 
interposition of the authorities of the United States to suppress 
obstructions, or alleged obstructions, to the laws ofa State, or 
lomestic violence therem, the President of the United Sates, 
for the time being, shall forthwith lay befere Congress such a))- 
plication, and all the evidence or other communications touch- 
ing the same, for the actien of Congress thereon. 


The CHAIR said the amendment could not be 
received now, except by general consent. 
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Mr. BERRIEN had no objection to the intro- 
duetion ot the amendment, for the purpose oi 
having it printed; but when the bill came up, he 
would show that it was entirely irreievant io the 
bill, and would be out of order. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was incongrucus to the 
bill, and it should not, therefore, be received at all. 

The CHAIR said it could oniy be admitted now 
by general consent. 

Mr. McROBERTS said he would, for the pres- 
ent, withdraw it, and meve it again when the bill 
was before the Senate. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Joseph Morriss was taken up, as in 
cominittee of the whole; and there being no mo- 
tion to amend, 1. was reporied to the Senate; and 
the question being put, ‘Shai! the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading?” it was determined in the neg- 
ative. So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. EVANS said the morning hour having ex- 
pired, he would move the Senaie to take up the 
army appropriation bill; but 

Engrossed bill to provide for publishing an ac- 
count of the discoveries made by the exploring 
expedition, under the command of Lieatenant 
Wilkes of the United States navy, was taken up 
in its order; when 

Mr. WHITE was satisfied that the bill shon!d 
not pass in its present form. He was in favor cf 
sO amending itas to give the contro! and arrange- 
ment of all the specimens of natural history, 
brought home by the exploring expedition, to the 
Commis:ioner of Patents, as subordinate to the 
Secretary of State; and with a view to accomplish 
that end, he moved to recommit the bill to the 
Committee on Patents and the Fatent Office. 

This motion—in a discussion which lasted nearly 
two hours—was supported by Messrs. WHITE 
an KERR, and was opposed by Mr. PRESTON, 
who viewed itas a question of rival jurisdiction; 
maintaining that the vaiuable specimens of natural 
history, coliected by the exploring expedition, now 
on deposite in the great hall of the Patent Office, 
was the property of the Government; and that it 
was right and proper thatany portion of the Paient 
Office building not absolutely necessary for the occu- 
pancy of the legitimate effects of ihe Patent Office, 
should be appropriated to the reception of this 
cabinet, and should be placed under the control of 
whomsvever Congress migh! think meet, without 
at all interfering wiih the jurisdiction of the Com- 
missioner of Patents. 

Mr. WOODBURY said it was admitted that, atthe 
present time, there was room enovgh in the Paten: 
Office building for the deposite of this valuable 
cabinet. The building, as well as the cabinet, 
were the property of the Government; and he 
thought they had a right to dspose of and regulate 
this property by law. This bill proposed to do 
that very thing. He said Conzress nad already 
appropriated $20,000 to the Navy Depariment, to 
take charge of,and preserve,this propeity collected by 
the exploring expedition. It, therefore, there was to 
be any change of the provisions of the bill, assiga- 


ing the control of it, he thought the Secretary of 


the Navy would be the proper officer, instead of the 
Secreiary of State. He was of the opinion that 
the Commitiee on the Library were the proper per- 
sons in whom to vest the control. 

The quesiicn was then taken on the motion to 
recommit, and disagreed to by ayes 13, noes 18. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. WALKER rose and addressed the Chair, 
and called for the unfinished business. He was 
recognised, and 

The CHAIR announced that the bill to provide 
for further remedial justice in the courts of the 
United States, was the unfinished business of yester- 
day. 

Mr. EVANS contended that be had made the 
motion a few minutes before, to take up the army 
bill; and thought the question should be put on ta- 
king it up, before the Senator from Mississippi 
conld be entitled to the floor on another question. 

The CHAIR again repeated that he had recog- 
nised the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Waker] 
as entitled to the floor on the unfinished business of 
yesterday. 

Mr. WALKER persisied in his right to the floor, 





tenet 


i} 





So ae en ele 





but said he would cheerfully yield it to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, [Mr. Evans,} 
if he would cali up the “litle tan bill” That 
was a most imporiant dill. 

Mr. EVANS said he would make no such mo- 
lion. 

Mr. WALKER said then he could not yield the 
floor for any other motion. He was willing to 
yield it for that bill, because he considered it one of 
great importance, and in relation to which speedy 
action should be had, 

The CHAIR decided that the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, having taken the floor when the special or- 
der came up, was entiiled to proceed; the Senator 
from Maine having waived his motion by allowing 
other business to intervene. 

Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate for up- 
wards of two hours. The following outline must 
be considered only a mere index of the leading ar- 
guments urged by Mr. W., whose speech in fuil 
will be givea to our readers when written out for 
publication. 

He considered this bill, brought once more be- 
fore the Senate for consideration under the special 
order of the day, as a bill transcending in import- 
ance any bill which had come before that body 
since he became a member of it. It is a bill of no 
less magnitude in iis effects than that of changing 
the whole judiciary system of the United States. 

In treating of it, he would necessarily be obliged 
to advert to the argumeats by which it bad been 
attempted to be justified; and he should, in the first 
instance, address huiniself to those of the Senator 
from Masvachusetis |Mr. Cuoarsr.] One of the 
fiist arguments iclied upon by that Senator 
was diawn fiom the rejection of the Virginia 
resolutions in convention, oa the alleged ground 
that they were not strong enough. This, he (Mr. 
W.) contended, was not ihe case; and to prove it 
he read the details of the proceedings of the con- 
vention on that occasion, showimg that the resolu- 
tions alluded to amounted to nothing more than a 
reference of the subject to the commiuitee on de- 
tails, with directions to inquire into the expediency 
of entettaining it in convention. 

But the argument was not new—ilt was merely 
a revival of the general welfare doctrine. The 
principle is pot to be found in any of the enu- 
merated powers of ihe Constitution. It is, indeed, 
in the preambie, assigned as a reason for adopting 
the Constitution; but it is not embodied in that in- 
strument asa power granted. The words of the 
preamble showed that the general weliare was only 
put forward as one of the objecis to be accom: 
plished by the Constitution. In proof of this, he 
read the preamble, as follows: 

“We, the people of the United States, in order to form a 
more peifect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide tor the common defence, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America.”’ 

He then acverted to the arrument of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, drawn from the opinions 
of Alexancer Hamilton, chiefly based on the lati- 
tude which may be given to the word “ controver- 
Sics,” in the second section of the third arucle of 
the Consti'ution. Mr. Hamilton’s remarks, he 
(Vir. W.) contended, had special reference to civil, 
and not criminal, jurisdiction; and so it was in ref- 
erence to the opinions of Mr. Madison, quoted by 
the Senator from Massachusetts. This he proved, 
by citing Mr. Madison’s own words, from. the 
21 volume of Elliov’s Debates, page 205. Mr. 
Macison evidently viewed the judiciary power, 
with regard to criminal jurisdiction, as remaining 
just as it was under the old Confederation; and he 
(Mr. W.) contended that it could not be proved the 
old Confederation ever had, or claimed to have, 
any such power as that now attempted to be exer- 
cixed by Congress. 

He also quoted at large the opinions expressed 
by Mr. Madison in the Virginia convention. Mr. 
Madison then expressiy declared that the second 
clause of the third article of the Constitution, which 
exiends the Federal jurisdiction to citizens of other 
States, can have reierence only to cases of a State 
instituting suit against a citizen of another State by 
civil process, and not in criminal prosecutions, It 
was merely to enable a Siate to bring a civil, nota 
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criminal suit. It never was intended—it never 
could have been intended—ihat a sovereign State 
itself should be dragged before a Federal judiciary. 





The next authority referred to was that of Lu- || 


ther Martin. Mr. W. read the passage, and ad- 
mitted, if it stood alone, it would bear the construc: 
tion pul upon it by the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. 
ther Mariin’s construction of the Constitution, 
which he was arguing against. 

He was then a violent opponent of the Consti- 
tution, on the ground that it swallowed up all State 
authorities, and established a monarchy in princi- 
ple. If the Senator from Massachusetts concurs 
with Luther Martin in these opinions, he has a 
right to quote his authority; but if he does not, he 
is not entitled to quote a part, withoat the groands 
on which the opinions were founded. | 

Mr. W. then read the second section of the third 
article of the Constitution, as foliows: 

“The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and 
equity arising under this Constitution, the laws of the United 
States, and the treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their authority; to all cases affeciing ambassadors, other public 
ministers, and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United Staies shall 
bea party; tocontroversics between two or more States; be- 
tween a State and citizens of another State; between citizeus of 
different States; between citizens of the same State, claiming 
lands under grants of different States; and between a State or 
the citizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens, or subjects,” 

He dweit on the strict meaning of the word 
“controversy,” which, he showed, applied to civil 
cases, and not criminal cases; and, in support of this 
opinion, he quoted 4th Dalias, page 419, Judge 
Jodell’s decision—an evidence cotemporaneous 
with the going into operation of the Constitution. 
He also quoted Judge Tupnan’s opinions and those 
of Judge Story—all expressly dissenting from the 
assumption that the word “controversies” could be 
applicable to criminal! cases. 

He also argued from analogy and reason, that 
the word could not be applicable to any but civil 
cases. It would be a strange anomaly to suppose 
that a crime, which is an offence committed 
against the laws, peace, and dignity of a State, 
could, by reason or analogy, be tried by any other 
power than the power designated by the State itself. 

He reterred to the decisions of Chief Justice 
Spencer, to show that he considered evea a prose- 
cution to recover a penaity due to the General 
Government could not be enforced by the Federal 
courts. 


If the Federal jurisdiction ex'sts at ail, the courts 
have decided it must be an original jurisdiction, 
and not an appellate jurisdiction; yet this bill gives 
appellate, and not original jurisdiction. 
ond paragraph of the second section of the same 
ariicle of the Constitution (the 3d) is: } 


“In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers 


-and consuls, and those in wiich a State shal! bea party, the Sa 


preme Court shall have original jurisdiction. In all other cases 
before mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate ju- 
Tisdiction both as to jaw and fact, with such exceptions, and un- 
der such regulations, as the Congress shall make.” 


He quoted Chief Jastice Marshall’s decision as 
to the original jurisdiction; also several other de- 
cisions—[3d vol. Condensed Reports, page 537.] 
This bill violates the Constitution, by taking from 
the judiciary its original jurisdiction, asd giving itan 
unconstiiulional appellate jurisdicuon. By ad- 
mitting the main argument of the Senator from 
Massachuseits, he would admit this bill out of 
court altogether, as one which Congress uwanscend 
ed iis power by passing. Congress tarther vio- 
lates the Constiiuuon, by giving an appellate ja- 
risdiction to inferior courts—ihe disirict couris— 
in cases in which, if it could be given at all, it 
wou'd be only to the Supreme Court itself, and 
not to its inferior courts. 

With regard to the jurisdiction given in cases 
arising under the law of nations, he (Mr. W.) con- 
tended that, as the Constitution enumerated these 
cases, it necessarily excluded all cases under the 
law of nations not enumerated, Yet the cases to 
which this bill is to extend must arise under the 
law of nations; and they will be cases not coming 
within the enumerated powers of the Constitution, 
and therefore excluded by the Constitution. For 
the amendment to the Constitution says: “The 
powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 


But it must be taken in connexion with Lu- | 
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reserved to the States respectively, or to the peo- 
ple.” 

If, (observed Mr. W.,) as the Senator from 
Massachusetts contends, you have the power to 
exercise this jurisdiction in all cases which affect 
the national peace and welfare—to use the elo- 
quent language of the Senator himself—it places 
here the central sun of light and heat. Sir, I de- 
sire no such central sun. It was never intended 
by the originators of the Constitution. And when 
I behold the azure banner of this Union, and view 
there the stars which represent the sovereign States 
forming a noble constellation, whose light beams 
brightly on the aitar of our Constitution, I see 
there all the light and all the power which we, as 
representatives of the States, possess to carry out 
the great cbjee's for which the Constitution was 
framed. And let me teil the Senator that when he 
so changes the Constitution as to create that central 
sun, the stars will disappear; they will become un- 
distinguishable spots; they will vanish like the stars 
of might before the splendor of the solar beams. 
But when that central sun descends, it will go 
down, not like the bright orb of heaven, to rise 
again with renovated lustre—ne: it will go down 
in darkness and perpetual night. 

Will tbe Senator tell me it is simply the object 
of this bill to give power to the Federal courts to 
adopt the law of nauons?) Mr. President, the fra- 
mers of the Constitution had a right to make such 
provision, if they had thought proper: indeed, it is 
a power which the Federal conrts now possess. 
But, sir, an act of Congress to alopt the law ef 
nations! Why, you might as well, by act of Con- 
yress, adopt the law of Eugiand, or the laws of 
Japan, or China. The framers of the Constitu- 
tion adopied tae law of nations to a certain extent, 
to be carried into effect in certain enumerated 
cases, by the judicial triounals of this Union. 

He read (from the 4th volume of Elliot’s De- 
464,) Mr. Madison’s opinions in rela- 
tion to the alien law, in which he draws the dis- 
linction between alien friends and alien enentes; 
showing that crimes commiited by alien friends are 
referrible to the municipal laws of the States; and 
those committed by alien enemies, who must be 
regarded as national offenders, punishable only by 
war. By amending this bill so as to limit its opera- 
tion either to time of war, or to cases of offences 
committed by alien enemies, it could be made to 
conform to Mr. Madison’s definition. 


In reference to the 10th paragraph of the 8th 
section of the Ist article ef the Constitution, he 
admaitted that there was an enumerated power “ to 
define and punish piracies and felonies committed on 
the hizh seas, and offences against the law of na- 
tions.” On this clause the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts placed great reliance. But the only part 
of it which he could anyply to the McLeod case 
was that relating to “offences against the law of 
nations.” 

And would it be contended that this bill was to 
carry out th> law of nations—to punish an of- 
fender? Does it not do the very reverse? It takes 
the offender out of the reach of punishment. It 
proceeds upon the principle that McLeod commit- 
ied no crime against the law of nations; and that 
he was not, therefore, amenable io the law of na- 
tions. ' upon this 
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If, then, the bill is to be based 
clause of the Constitution, its purpose is net for the 
punishment of an individeal offending against the 
law of nations, but for the punishment of a State 
for an cffence committed against it, not by it. He 
next alluded to the authority assumed from the 
25th section of the judiciary act. If the power is 
given by that act, whence the necessity of this act? 
li this is necessary, it shows that no such authority 
exists in the ju‘liciary act. 

Of all countries under the canopy of heaven, 
foreigners had least reason to complain of this. 
When they were compelled, in the language of the 
poet, to say— 


Nos patria fines, ct dulcia linquimus arva, 


and came to seek an asylum upon these shores, to 


repose beneath the protecting shadow of one of 


these sovereign States, they never need fear that 
protection would not be extended to them. And if, 
perchance, when accused of crime, they must be 
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tried by jury—not ina court of starchamber, but 
in public—a fair and impartial jury of Ameri- 
can citizens shall pronounce upon their innocence 
or guilt. 

Let it not be supposed that foreigners did not re- 
ceive as ample and impartial justice as a native 
American citizen. He could proudly say of all the 
States of this Union, that an Emmett or a Fi!zger- 
ald never need despair of finding a home and a 
welcome within them; here a Sidney ora Hamp- 
den might breathe the unpolluted air, instead of ex- 
piating upon the scaffold the dire offence of daring 
to be free. 

Mr. BERRIEN, observing that there was a very 
thin attendance of Senators to take the voje, 
moved anadjournment; and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday, June 21, 1842. 
Mr. CUSHING offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request 
ed to communicate to the House (if, in his judgment, the same 
be not incompatible with the public interest) information as to 
the proceedings of the Government of the United States in the 
case of George Johnson, a citizen of the United Siates, ag- 
grieved by acts of the Government of the Republic of Uruguay. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Judiciary 
Committee, reported, by Jeave, on the petitions of 
Amos Kendall and Stockton & Stokes, respective- 
ly, praying Congress to pay the $11,000 lately re- 
covered by the said Stockton & Stokes from the 
said Kendall, by verdict of a jury—that the case 
having not yet been finally determined by the 
courts of justice, it is premature for Congress to 
acton the subject; and that, therefore, the peti- 
tioners have leave to withdraw their several peti~ 
tions. 

Mr. BOARDMAN, from the Committee on 
Public Buildings, made a report. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Judiciary Cammit- 
tee, reported a bill to provide for the punishment 
of certain crimes against the United States, and for 
other purposes: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported a bill granting to miners 
or owners of mines the right of pre-emption. The 
bill was read twice, after which Mr. W. moved its 


reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. EASTMAN suggested that it would bea 
more proper course to refer it to the Committee of 
the Whole House: referred accordingly. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO remarked that commaiitees 
should be called in order for reports. * 

Mr. GILMER, claimed the floor on the unfinish- 
ed business laid over from the morning bour of 
Friday—the subject of Virginia military bounty 
land. He however yielded it temporarily to 

Mr. ADAMS, who remarked that there was 2 
message from the President of the United States 
on the Speaker’s table, which had not been sub- 
mitted to the House. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, then laid before 
the House the following message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States: 

T'o the House of Representatives: 

A resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 13:b in- 
stant, has been communicated to me, requesting, “so far as may 
be compatible with tke public interest, acopy of the quintuple 
troaty between the five principal powers of Europe for thesup- 
pression of the African slave-trade; and also copies of any re- 
monstrance or protest addressed by Lewis Cass, Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at 
the court of France, to that Government, against the ratification 
by France of the said tr@aty; and of all correspondence between 
the Governments of the United States and of France, and of all 
communications from said Lewis Cass to his own Government 
and from this Government to him, relating thereto.” ’ 

In answer to this request, | have to say that the treaty men- 
tioned therein has not been officially communicated to the Gov. 
ernment of the United States, and no authentic copy of it, there- 
fore, can be furnished. In regard to the other papers request- 
ed, although it is my hope and expectation that it will be prop- 
er and convenient, at an early Jay,to lay them before Congre 33, 
together with others connected with the same subject, yet, in 
my opinion, a communication of them to the House of Repre- 
sentatives at this time would not be compatible with the public 
interest. 
ee JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, June 20, 1842, 


VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND. 


The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Stanzy, came up according to order; 
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“R, solve, i vat a select committee be appointed to inquire 








into eam 14d character of the expenditures which have 
been mad : Government, in satisfaction of bounty land 
claiins allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of like | 
claims are etill outstanding; whether any further legislation of | 
Congress is necessary to secure the treasury against the pay- 
ment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, [to 
which was added, on the motion of Mr. Witt1am O. Goons.) 
or to satis!y vutstanding elaims, which are just and well fouad- 


eJ; and that said committee have leave to report by bill or 
otherwise.”’ 


Mr. GILMER, who was entitled to the floor, 
resumed and concluded his remarks in reply to 
the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Hatt,] and in 
favor of the claims of the State of Virginia. 

After he had concluded, Mr. GOGGIN obtained 
the floor, and, having expressed a willingness to go 
on to-morrow, the subject was laid over. 


THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Commuttee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. McKennan of Pennsyl- 
vania in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the bill “to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing regulations imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes.” 

When the House adjourned yesterday, the state 
of the qnestion was this: The following item of the 
bill being under consideration: 

“ Beit enaeted, §e., That from and after the 30th day of June 
next, in lieu of the duties now imposed by law on the articles 
hereinalter mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from 


duty, there shall be levied, collected, aud paid, the following du- 
ties, that is to say: 


“First, On wool unmanufactured, the value whereof at the 
last port or place from whence exvorted io the United States 
shall exceed eight cents per pound, shall be levied a duty of 
thirty per cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. Sactonstaut had moved to strike out the 
said item, and insert in lieu thereof a portion of 
the bill reporied from the Commitiee on Manufac- 
tures. 


{Notgs.—This motion embraced the whole of that bill, with 
the following modifications: 
In the first item of the proposed amendment, the words “‘tnir- 


tieth day of July” were substituted for the words “thirtieth day 
of June” 


And the last section, which is in the following words, was 
stricken out: 


Sec 9. And 6e it further enacted, That if any person shall, 
knowingly and wilfully, with intent to detraud the revenue of 
the United States, smuggle, or clandestinely introduce into the 
United States, any goods, wares, or merchandise subject to duty 
by law, and which should have been invoiced, without paying 
or accounting for the duty, or shall make out or pass, or at- 
tempt to pass, through the custom-house, any false, forged, or 
fraudulent invoice, every such person, his, lier, or their aiders 
and abetters, s'iall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction thereof, shall be liable to a fine or imprisonment, or 
both; the fine not to exceed five thousand dullars, or the impris- 
onment two years. 

Mr. Hasersham had moved to amend the 
amendment, by inserting, in lieu thereof, after the 
words “Be it enacted,” &c., the bill which had 
heretofore been reported by him from the minority 
of the Committee on Manufactures. 


Mr. FILLMORE rose and stated that he was in- 
structed by the Committee of Ways and Means to 
move that the navy appropriation bill, with the Sen. 
ate’s amendment, be taken up and considered. 
He therefore requested the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Cowen] to yield the floor, in order that he 
might make the motion indicated. 

This request was not acecded to, and, 4r. Cowen 
went on with his remarks upon the tariff dill. 


Mr. COWEN said this question was not con- 
fined in its influence to the manufacturers, but ex- 
tended equally to the grain-growers of the country. 
Indeed, he thought they had a more abiding inter- 
est at stake than the manufacturers, since the Jat- 
ter could direct their capital to other employments. 
The state of the public revenue required an impo- 
sition of duties. This state of things had been 
brought abont by the financial policy of the Gov- 
ernment for some years past. He entered into a 
statemeat ef the receipts from the public lands and 
the customs in years past, for the purpose of show- 
ing that the deficiency in the receipts was annually 
becoming greater. Even reducing the Govern- 
ment to the must economical standard of expense, 
more revenue must be had. It might be said that 
the compromice act forbade the imposition of higher 
duties. He(Mr. C.) contended that that act con- 
templated and required that higher duties should 
be imposed whenever they should become neces- 
sary. 

Fle denied that there had been any legislative 
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perfidy in relation to this subject. The compro- 
mise act contemplated a modification of duties; and, 
by the distribution of the proceeds of the public 
lands, the people got the benefit, as it lessened the 
necessity for direct taxation; and it never, for a 
moment, entered his mind that the States were too 
extravagant to be trusted with it. By the distribu- 
tion aci, the people got the benefit directly; by pay- 
ing the amount into the national treasury, they re- 
ceived it indirectly; and the question was, would the 
House lower the direct or the indirect taxation. 
He preferred the forme:; and he preferred it, also, 
because it took the land from out of the political 
market. 

He then took a rapid glance through ‘he history 
of this question, and strongly advocated the doc- 
trine of protection, as the true policy of this coun- 
try. 
Mr. KENNEDY of Indiana said he had no dis- 
position to argue this question at all, so far as 
related to the production of revenue. Ifihis were 
alone a question of a tariff for revenue, he, for one, 
should have been content to have giver his vote 
without speaking a word; but, as it seemed that the 
particular application of this bill—and, indeed, of 
all the bills—was in favor of protection, he was in- 
duced to say afew words on it. And he would 
commence by saying that he had no patience with 
this docirine of protection; he cou!d just as calmly 
sit down and reason about the modus operandi of 
stealing from his pocket the produce of a day’s la- 
bor, as about this doctrine of protection. When he 
heard gentlemen talk about the necessity of pro- 
tecting the people of the West, he was astonished. 
He was born in the West, ard he had resided in the 
Wesi—indeed, he had never resided anywhere 
else; and if he knew anything of the opinion of 
the Western prople, it was the reverse of this doc: 
trine of protection. 

On the subjeci of the constitutionality of protec- 
tion, Jack:on, and Madisoa, and Jefferson, had 
been quoted. He had not had an opportunity to look 
up authorities; but he held that a tariff for protec- 
tion was unconsiitutional, and, in a few words, he 
would give the reasons on which his cpinion was 
based. It would, doubiless, be admitted that the 
tariff, whether fer revenue or protection, was an 
exercise of the taxing power; and he wished the 
word ‘‘iariff’ had never been used. If the word 
“tax” had been used, as it ought to have been, the 
people would have been much less humbugged 
than they had been. 


The Constitution clothes Congress with the tax- 
ing power—with power to lay and colleet taxes, 
imposts, and excises: and for what was this power 
given? To pay the debts and provide for the 
common defence and general welfare of the United 
States. Now, if the framers of the Constitution 
had intended to give framers to Congress to exercise 
the taxing power for “protection,” it would have 
been very easy to have added tothe purposes for 
which taxes were to b raised, ‘‘and for the protec- 
tion of domestic manufactures.” It had been in- 
timated that the exercise of the taxing power for 
protection was indirectly to pri vide for ‘the gen- 
eral welfare.” To this he replied, that the taxing 
power was given for simple and enumerated pur- 
poses; and io exercise it for other purposes, was to 
violate the trust which had been confided in them. 
He held that to levy a tax, by which one portion 
of the community was made to pay out of their 
hard earnings for the benefit of another portion of 
the community, was not a raising of taxes to pay 
the debts or to provide for the general welfare of 
the United States; it was to provide for the wel- 
fare of a few favorite individuals, at the expense of 
the general welfare. 

But, again: as to the expediency of such a meas- 
ure. He should be glad if the friends of a pro- 
tective tariff would tell him what they meant. 
Nid’ they mean such a tariff as would exclude the 
fcreign articles from the ports of the United States? 
Did they call a probibitory tariff a tanff for pro- 
tection? The gestleman from Ohio (Mr. Cowen] 
had said it seemed to him to be absurd to say that 
they could not have such a tariff as would pro- 
duce revenue, and be a tariff for protection at the 
same time; but others asked for such a tariff as 
would be entirely prohibitory, while some asked 











for such a tariff as would bring up the article of 
bome manufacture to such a profit as the mana- 
facturer could live by, and thus keep up the com- 
petition with the foreign article. It was contended, 
on other hands, that the adoption of a tariff 
would have the effect of reducing the price of the 
articles at home; but if such was to be its effect, 
it struck him, very forcibly, that the manufacturer 
would be the last to ask for its adoption. It really 
appeared to him, if such were to be the effect, that 
the consamer would ask for it,and not the manufac- 
turer. But who had asked for it? Had they seen 
the consumer, the farmer, or the mechanic, in their 
committee rooms, and besieging the House, and 
keeping up a din about their ears? No: it was not 
the consumer that would be benefited; it was the 
manufacturer; and the pretence to the contrary 
was all humbug. 


By reference to the statistical tables of the 
country, it would be found that there were near 
five hundred millions of articles manufactured at 
home, with which similar articles manufactured in 
foreign countries come into competition. Now 
suppose, for the sake of argument, that the amount 
of home manufactures is four hundred millions, 
and that the importation is one hundred millions: 
then, if you levy a protective tax on these hundred 
millions, of one dollar, you raise, to that amount, 
the prices on the four hundred millions; thus 
making the consumer pay four doilars into the 
pockets of the manufacturer, for every dollar of 
tax that goes into the treasury. Bat, manifest as 
this species of injustice is, it would not be so odious 
if any portion of these iniquitous exactions went 
into the hands of the laborers who produced the 
articles. They, however, did not get a dollar of it; 
it all went into the pockets of the manulacturers, 
while they got nothing but the miserable pittance 
that was doled out to them for their daily labor. 
He repeated again, that he never could hear a man 
talk about protection to American manufactures 
with patience, for he could view the system in no 
other ight than as Jegalized robbery. Retaliation, 
too, was another favorite doctrine which he had 
lately beard much of. It was said that we must 
retaliate against England, because she protected 
her landholders by prohibiting the produce of 
our soil. He lost all patience when he heard 
an absurd and unjust policy advocated. What 


did it amount to? Why, because the Brit- 
ish Government, which was in the hands 
of the wealthy, ground down to the dust 


the starving millions of their population, by 
protecting the produce of the soil in order to 
keep up the princely incomes of the dominant 


| classes, we must retaliate, by bringing like evils on 


the laboring classes of this country. Our capital- 
ists and interested classes cannot, as in England, 
enrich themselves from the labor of the producing 
classes, by levying prohibitory taxes on the produce 
of the soil; because land here is cheap, and is dis- 
tributed among the grea! mass of our citizens; 
therefore it is that they propose to tax the articles 
which they have to purchase with the produce of 
their labor; and_ one of the arguments they use to 
recoucile them to it, is the specious one of retalia- 
tion. Retaliate for what? Muchas he hated the 
Britist’ Government, with i's rotten, corrupt, and 
decaying insti:utions, yet he felt some sympathy for 
the millions of hardy, laborious, yet stinted opera- 
lives, who were suffering under its abuses; and 
while he Jamented over the misery and destitution 
to which they were subjected, he could not shut bis 
eyes to the fact that it was to the system of protec- 
tions and bounties to the favored classes that their 
condition was owing. 

Bat that system was going to decay even in Eng- 
land, though it was sought to revive it with in- 
creased vigor in this country; and it was, perhaps, 
to the knowledge of this faci that we might attrib- 
ute the powerful efforts we have lately witnessed 
to fasten itupon us. Do we not see the British 


Government relaxing that system against which 
we are cailed upon to retaliate—and this, 100, forced 
upon it by public opinion? If we give up this 
absurd doctrine of retaliation, and set them the ex- 
ample of a more just and liberal policy, we may 
hope that, in afew years, the whole system in Eng- 
land will godown, Public opinion there has als 
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ready done much against it—has forced those in 
power to pay some attention to the interests of the 
people, and will, in time, accomplish all that is de- 
sired by the philanthropist; but the reason why 
public opinion has not done more as yet, is because 
the great body of the people have not the same 
share in the Government as with us. 

As to ih's clamor that was made for protection, 
where did itcome from? Did it come from the 
farmers and mechanies of the country, or from the 
wealthy capitalists? Who ever heard of protection 
being asked for potatoes? It was true tha! some 
here, who represented farmers, dec'ared that they 
wanted protection; and accordingly he found in- 
seried in this bill a duty of ten cents on potatoes. 
What was this for? Who wanted protection for 
potatoes? It was only put in to hoodwink the 
farmers, to make them stand still while they were 
fleeced. His word for it, no one would ever ask 
fora protection for potatoes;and the putting in 
this duty was the greatest humbug in the world. 

He wanted to ask the advocates for protection a 
few questions. They said that they wanteda 
market for the surplus produce of the farmers, 
and that, by protecting the manufactures, that 
market would be created. They say to the farm- 
ers of the West: “You raise a great deal of corn, 
beef, and pork; and as the British have closed their 
ports against it, you must n ake a market at home, 
by turning the New Englanders into manufaciur- 
ers.” Now this, at the first blush, seemed to be 
very plausible; but he wished to asic them how 
much of the surplus produce of the Western farm- 
ers they would take, Wiil they give us a market for 
all our surplus produce? No; they will not and 
cannot. One of the rich States of the valley of 
the Mississippi could keep all the manufacturing 
establishments in New England in hog and homi- 
ny for three years. They could not take any thing 
like the surplus produce of the West. Our coun- 
try is too vast and too rich for its surplus produce 
to be consumed by the manufacturing establish- 
ments of a few Siates. It was eminently caicu- 
lated for an sgricultural,and no! fora manufacturing 
country; and he never would make it the latter, if 
he had the power to doso. Let any man travel 
through the Western country, breathe its pure 
air, look upon ils fertile fields, and witness the 
freedom and happiness ef its population, and say 
if be,would change it for the crowded atmosphere 
of a manuiacturing town, with all its vice and 
misery—which, said he, I pray God to keep us from. 
Then, he would say, that in the very nature of 
things, the manufacturers never could be made to 
consume the su:p!us produce of ihe Western coun- 
try. But suppose that it could—suppose that you 
adopt a tariff, excluding all foreign commodities 
If we buy nothing, we can sell nothing; and here 
will be the spectacle of the American Republic, 
like a second Celestia! Empire, drawn up within her 
shell—cut off from ecommerce with all the world. 
When we come to this condition, some new lights 
may spring up with notions like those of the hon- 
Orable gentleman from Massschusetts, and set all 
the world against us, for a violation of the laws of 
nations, and to whip us into commerce again. 

In continuation of his remarks, Mr. K. took the 
ground that every dollar of a proteciive tax levied 
on imports was talzen from the exports of the coun- 
try. It had been said (and with great plausibility) 
that the exports of the country paid for the imports. 
This being true, it necessarily fvilowed that the tax 
levied on imports came out of the exports; and the 
farmers, therefore, who were the prolucers of the 
principal part of the articles exported, were the per- 
sons most interested in opposing a high tariff. Af- 
ter a brief argument in support of this position, Mr. 
K. avowed his intention to vote for such an in- 
crease of the tariff as would supply a revenue ade- 
qnate to the economical wants of the Gevernment. 
But he said there must be no protection as such in 
the tariff, and no distribution, or he cou!d not give 
it his support. 

Mr. FORNANCE regretted the necessity that 
induced him to speak on the present occasion; and, 
but for the anxiety which was felt by his constita- 
ents in the disposition which would be made of this 
subject, would not trouble the committee at all. If 
he knew their opinions, they had evinced great 


| 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


rece rtet ements eartemnptaeeenneearsooetenntmmerencsaemecenenneensasnneemnnoesannrncnaieaneenahaanenanrsniseanasnananaanas=eaaamamno ae ahaeaemeeaaeeemaeeaemaeieeeeeeaeeeoetem eae eee eater 


663 





anxiety to have the question settled. He would 
not say they were all in favor of a protective tariff; 
yet they were, he believed, advocates of a tariff of 
some kind, 

There was nothing, he imagined, so injurious to 
all branches of business as the uncertainty and in- 
stability of our present revenue laws. Whenever 
legislation became uncertain, we must expect em- 
barrassments to ensue; but when the Government— 
or, rather, be should say—a party in power—had 
made promises to the people that the tariff should 
be revised, and then delayed its action from week 
to week, month tc month, and, he might say, year 
to year, it was not surprising that ruin followed as 
the consequence of such delay. Believing this, he 
could not but ascribe much of the embarras:ments 
of the peeple and the Government to the delay of 
Congress in taking action upon those subjects 
which it was bound to consider. The merchant 
would not import, because he feared lest some law 
would be passed which would not only take away 
his property, but seriously affect his capita!, should 
he «dventure. Neither would the manufacturer 
pursue his trade, for fear of ruin from the action of 
Congress. This uncertainty reacied all the avoca- 
tions of life. 

The peop!e were promised a tariff; and for that 
reason he had suggested, at the extra sessien, that 
it should be taken up and acted on then. He 
thought the tariff was one of those “weighty mat- 
ters” assigned in the President’s proclamation as 
the cause of an extra session of Congress. It was, 
however, deemed out of order to allude to the 
iariff at that session, because the President had not 
recommended the subject to the consideration of 
Congress in his message. 

He would remark to those gentlemen opposed to 
him, that ther course here displayed a degree of 
firmness worthy of a better cause. They had re- 
mained here nearly two years, during which time 
they had listened to cries of distress—their tables 
loaded wish petitions from all parts of the countiy; 
and the newspapers bringing them constant accounts 
of bankruptcies, low wages, &c. The Secretary 
of the Treasury had sent in ietter afier Jeter. Con- 
gress had passed varicus temporary relief bills. 
It had passed ihe loan bill, and the treasury note bill, 
and had finally sent cur Government into the 
market. In such a state of things, they had re- 
mained now going on two years, and were almost 
al a stand. 

His purpose was to define his position, and ex- 
plain the reasons for the course which he shouid 
pursue in relation io this bill. He was the more 
induced to do tuis, beeause he had seen his name 
meniioned in the Northera papers as a friend to a 
protective tariff. He koew not whether he under- 
stood what was meant by a protective tariff. If it 
meant a bounty given to a particular occupation—a 
tax to aid one man or set of men who could nut 
live without it, and who required the protection of 
Government to enable their business to sueceed— 
he was opposed to it, and would deem such a sys- 
tem oppressive and unjust. Nothing could be more 
unjusi than to tax the wheat-growers of Pennsyl- 
vania for the benefit of the wheat growers of Vir- 
ginis; or the tobacco of Maryland, for the benefit 
of the morus multicauijis men of Maine; or the to- 
bacco of Virginia, for the purpose of enabling the 
planters of Louisiana to cultivate sugar, when they 
had not the climate in which it could grow. He 
was opposed to unjast protection like this. 

Inasmuch as he had voted to refer the subject of 
the tariff to the Committee cn Manufactures, he 
had been claimed as a friend of protection. In vo- 
ting for this reference, he had done so without re- 
gard to protection. He knew it was said that the 
vole was a test; but he was unwilling to be tested 
by it. Either of the committees to which it 
was proposed to refer the subject, was geod 
enough for a high-iariff man, and bad enough for 
a low-tariff one. Indeed, the Committee of Ways 
and Means ha! reported the highest tariff of the 
two. He beleved that the Committee on Manu- 
factures was instituted to inquire into such sub- 
jecis. Besides, if there were no other reason, here 
was a Whig Congiess asking to have the subject 
referred to a committee of seven Whigs and two 
Democrats. He wished it referred to that commit: 
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tee, in order that he might know what would be the 
Whig policy. 

He was aware that the Whigs had met with nu- 
merous defeats since the extra session of Congress. 
He expected that adversity would have taught them 
wisdom. Knowing that ike extra session was their 
“glorious summer,” he was willing to try what 
would be their opinions in their ‘‘winter of discon- 
tent.” 

He would state his reasons for voting for an in- 
creased tariff. One was, that it would check the 
rapid strides of the compromise act. He believed 
that act to be a source of oppression to the people 
of the North. He would not, however, say it was 
itself an oppression; but ifs association with the 
act of 1828 made it oppressive. He was opposed 
to the act of 1828. If the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Tuompson,] who addressed the House on yes- 
terday, would examine the act of 1828, and the 
circumstances under which it was passed, he would 
find cut the reason why the Democratic party were 
no longer tariff men, and would conclude that it 
was not surprising that Jefferson and Madison were 
in favor of a protective tariff. 

In 1826, a revoluiion took place in the Federal 
party. They raised the flag of the American sys- 
tem, and, when seated upon that hobby, it was 
that the Democrats took a stard against the ‘‘bill 
of abominations,” as unjust and oppressive, as 
imposing unreasonable duties, as opening the door 
to frauds upon the revenue, and as causing extrava- 
gance, and a neglect of business among the manu- 
facturers. He held that economy was necessary 
to the manufacturers. Before this bill was passed, 
they lived not by counting cents, but by counting 
the thousandth part of cents. Their strides then 
became too rapid, and, as a consequence, their bu- 
Siness was neglected, and did not receive the neces- 
sary personal superintendence. In the year 1834, 
there were some fabrics which were subject to a 
duty of two hundred and fifty per cent. The com- 
promise bill proposed to bring these down to 
twenty per cent. in eight years—a reduction en- 
tirely too great. 

He held that the act of 1833 was but a counter- 
part to the mad legislation of 1828. He knew it 
Was regarded by some as a compromise entered into 
uncer peculiar circamstances, and which should 
not be disregarded. He did not, however, under- 
stand it as such. His predecesior had not told 
him that he was not-+to infringe it, and his con- 
stituents only expected him to vote according to 
their will. He knew the act was a compromise; 
but all Jaws were passed by compromise. Con- 
gress legislated and repealed by compromise. He 
desired to compromise at the preseat time with the 
high-iariff men of the North and the anti tanff men 
of the South. He did not desire to go back to 
1828, but to 1839 and 1840, before he permitied 
the manufacturers to be put down by the compro- 
mise of 1833. For this reason, he should vote an 
increase of the duties on imports. 

He referred to the embarrassed condition of the 
Government. Its situation was truly perplexing. 
And yet nowhere were food and clothing so abun- 
dant as among our people. Knowing that there 
must be revenue, he was willing to vote it. The 
time would come, he knew, when direct taxes 
would have to be resorted to, and when we could 
not raise enough revenue from the customs. Per- 
hans the sooner it came the better. But it had not 
yet come, nor were the people now prepared for 
direct taxation. It was, then, plain that higher 
duties would bave to be imposed. 

There was another reason why he shouid vote 
fora higher tariff than we now had. He should 
vote to protect the honor and interestsof the na- 
tion—a thing which no man could say was uncon- 
stitational. Gentlemen might cali it oppressive, 
he admitted that; but while he did so, he contended 
that it was necessary. Suppose it was necessary 'o 
make reprisals: could it be done without suffering? 
Suppose an embargo were deemed necessary to 
the welfare of the country: could it be laid without 
loss and inconvenience? And further, suppose we 
had to declare war: could it be done without suf- 
fering much inconvenience and the loss of many 
lives? Whilst England refused to admit our pro- 
ductions into her markets, be held it to be the duty 
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of our Gover. ment to lay the same restrictions upon 
her iron, o# &c. France refused our tobacco; in 
returo, We should refuse her wines. 

For the three reascns which he had stated, he 
was inclined to vote for an iacrease of the tariff. 
If that increase, however, depended upon the dis- 
iribation of the proceeds ot the public lands, he 

dno: vole forit. He felt ithis duty to say 

t 1 no constitational scruples about the 


ht of Coveress to distsibute the proceeds of the 
public lane He held that the General Govern- 
su t might do what it pleased with them—distribute 


to the States, or retain therm for itsown use. Bat 
when the Government was in such an embarrass- 
nz condition, he could not consent to part with 
them. 

Having said what he felt it to be his duty to say, 
he weuld conclude, although he had by no means 
consumed his hour on the floor. 

Mr. STEENROD addressed the committee in 
opposition to a protective tariff, and went into an 
examination of the American system and the poli- 
cy of high duties at large. The position in the 
hall cecupied by Mr. 8S. was suchas to prevent 
him from being heard, except in a very smail por- 
tion of his remarks; to give which alone would do 
him injustice. 

At the close of the honorable gentleman’s speech, 
there were loud cries of “Question.” It was evi- 
dent, however, that there was much less than a 
quorum in attendance. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said it was evident there 
was not a quorum present, for no one anticipated 
that the vote would be taken. He moved, there- 
tore, that the committee rise. 

Mr. tILL MORE suggested that the messengers 
could be sent to fetch the members from the Sen- 
ale. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he should be satis- 
fied ifthe members were sent for; and, therefore, 
be withdrew his motion to rise. 

Mr. CLIFFORD called tor tellers, which were 
ordered; and Mes-rs. Stuart of Illinois and C. 
JoHNson were appointed. 

The question was on the amendment to the 
amendment, being the bill offered by Mr. Haper- 
SHAM, Irom the minority of the Committee on 
Manufactures, to the bill offered by Mr. SaLton- 
STALL, the chairman of that committee. The 
amendment to the amendment was lost—the vote 
being 37 ip the affirmativé, and 85 in the negative. 

The quesiion then recurred on the amendment, 
being the bil! offered by Mr. SattTonstatt. 

Mr. PICKENS said, before that question was 

ut, he desired to address the commitiee; but he 
was not prepared to do so this evening. If any 
other gentleman desired to proceed, he would give 
way; otherwise, he would move that the bill be 
pos'poned until to-morrow, that the committee 
might take up some other bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for tellers, and Messrs. 
Gwin and Irwin were appointed; but a quorum 
did not vote, though a quorum was in the House. 

Mr. PICKENS made some inquiries of the 
Chair as to the position in which the bill would be, 
if the committee proceeded to vote on the amend- 
ment—his object being to have the whole question 
open for debate. 

A conversation ensued between Mr. PICKENS, 
the CHAIRMAN, Mr. ANDREWS, and others; 
and 

Mr. PICKENS then moved that the tariff bill 
be postponed until to-morrow, and that the com- 
mitiee take up the Indian appropriation bill. 

The tellers, previously appointed, took the ques- 
tien; and they reporied 73 in the affirmative, and 
59 in the negative. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The committee then took up House biil No, 77, 
being a bill making appropriations for the curreit 
and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations for the year 
in42. 

The Clerk read the clauses successively. 

Mr. J. COOP=R moved an amendment in the 
234 line of the 21 page of the bill, for the purpose 
of appropriating $1,500 for the half-year’s salary 
of two clerks, which the Louse had given authority 
to employ. The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. J. COOPER submitted another amendment 
to appropriate $5,000 to enable the Government to 
appoint a commissioner to treat with the Winne- 
bago Indians. 

Mr. FiLLMORE inquired if the Committee on 
Indian Affairs had recommended this appropri- 
aiion. 

Mr. COOPER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL wished to have some expla- 
nation of the circumstances which called for this 
appropriation. The appropriations for the In- 
dians were very large, and he should desire some 
good reason for an additional appropriation. 

Mr. COOPER explained; and by reference to 
memorials from the Territory of lowa, where these 
Indians are now stationed, and to areport of a 
committee on the subject, showed that it was ne- 
cessary that this Indian tribe should be removed 
from its present location. The Committee on In- 
dian Affairs had, therefore, applied to the Secretary 
of War to know what amouni of money would be 
necessary for the purpose contemplated; and they 
were informed that the sum mentioned in his 
amendment would be requisite. 

Mr. McKAY make some remarks on the prac- 
tice which had prevailed for some years, of appoint- 
ing these commissioners by the President alone, 
who also fixed the rate of remuneration. Now he 
thought it proper that this practice should be cor- 
rected; for there had been great abuses. It was a 
matter that ought to be regulated by law; and he 
rose for the purpose of calling the attention of the 
committee to this circumstance. He saw no rea- 
son why the concurrence of the Senate should not 
be required, instead of vesting the authority ex- 
clusively in the President. 

Mr. FILLMORE submited an amendment to 
the amendment, which was understood to increase 


the appropriation to $6,200, and to extend ils oper- 
ation to the Sioux tribe of Indians also. 


Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania briefly explained 
the object of the bill, which was to remove the 
Winnebago Indians from the Neutral Ground, where 
they are at present located, being between the 
Sioux on the one side, and the Foxes on the other, 
and in constant danger of coming into collision 
with them. He further added, that the removal 
was now asked for by the Winnebagoes. 

After an explanation from Mr. McKAY, the 
amendment was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the bill was 
further amended by adling an appropriation of 
$878, in addition to the appropriation heretofore 
made, for the expenses of treating with the Ca- 
manches, and other wild tribes. 

Mr. GILMER offered an amendment, providing 
that no partof this appropriation shall be applied 
to the paymeat of salaries or other compensation 
to, or on account of, any officer or cflicers, unless 
the same has been created by law. 

After a brief discussion, in whick Messrs. GIL- 
MER, FILLMORE, THOMPSON of Indiana, 
WM. B. CAMPBELL, THOMPSON of Missis- 
sippi, GWIN, and COOPER of Pennsylvania, 
took pari— 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana offered, as an 
amendmeat to the amendment, to add the words 
“or is not specifically provided for by this bill;” 
which being agreed to— 

Mr. WM. B. CAMPBELL offered a further 
amendment to the amendment, providing that the 
pay of the commissioner to negotiate the treaty 
shall not exceed eight dollars per day, nor the 
mileage ten cents per mile; which was also agreed 
to; and the amendment, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON of Iadiana, the 
committee re.e and reported the bill to the House 
as amended; and the amendments made in Com- 
miicee of the Whole having being concurred in— 

The biil was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. McKAY having intimaicd his intention of 
making some observations on this bill in regard to 
the frauds that have been practised in negotiating 
Indian treatiesom , 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana loped the bill 
would be read the third time and passed now. The 
gentleman from North Carolina, he said, could 


a 


make his remarks on some other occasion, as they 
could not be applicable to this bill. 

The SPEAKER said that the bill was not yet 
engrossed; and could not be read the third time 
now, but by general consent. 

Mr. WM. W. IRWIN, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, asked leave to introduce a bill 
making appropriation for the improvement of the 
Hudson, Mississippi, Wabash, and other rivers. 

Mr. LEWIS, and others, objected. 

Mr. IRWIN moved to suspend the rules; but, on 
the yeas and nays being called, withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 22, 1842. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said, in looking over the 
morning papers, he found that he was reported as 
having voted against the proposition of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN,] to take up the resolution 
submitted by him in relation to the difficulties in 
Rhode Island. He begged leave to have his vote 
recorded in the affirmative. 

The CHAIR understood it as a proposition of 
the Senator to change his vote; if so, the rule was 
peremptory, allowing no change subsequent to the 
annunciation of the vote. It could only be done 
by the general consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CUTHBERT said his attention was drawn 
off for a few moments, and when his name was 
called, he voted, bat under an entire misapprehen- 
sion of the shape in which the question was pre- 
sented. He would have voted in the affirmative 
if the question had been presented to his mind in 
the form in which itis reported. As his vote was 
an erroneous one, he hoped permission would be 
granted to record it properly. 

The question was pu', and permission was 
granted. 

Mr. EVANS presenied three memorials from 
the State of Maine, remonstrating against the 
passage of a bill pending before the Senate, pro- 
posing changes in the Wiscasset and other collec- 
tion districts in that State: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of settlers held at Galena, Illinois, rela- 
tive to the disposition of the United States lead 
lands: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented thrce memorials, 
(similar to others preserted by him,) from the State 
of Pennsylvania, recommending to Congress the 
propriety of creating stock, amounting to 200,000,- 
000 doliars, to be distributed among the States and 
Territories, and based upoa the public lands, and 
pledging the proceeds from the same _irrevo- 
cably to the redemption of the stock: referred to 
the Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented one memorial from the 
county of Delaware, and two from the county of 
Mon'gomery, Penn, asking for protection to do- 
mestic manufactures: referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the city of New York, urging upon Congress the 
importance of a speedy adjustment of the tariff. 
Tbe memorialisis say that the question whether the 
proceeds from the public lands be retained in the 
national treasury or not, is unimportant, and should 
notbe permitied to prejudice the passage of an ade- 
quace tariff: referred to the Commitiee on Manu- 
lactures. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would, on to- 
morro, ask jeave to bring in a bill to define and 
establish the fiscal year of the Government. 

The resolution of Mr. Woopsury, calling for 
information as to what part of the joan authorized 
under the late law had been effected, came up in 
its order, and was, on the motion of Mr. EVANS, 
laid on the table for the present. 

The Senate then took up the joint resolution 
submitted several weeks ago by Mr. Granam, to 
amend the joint rules of the two Houses to the ef- 
fect that, whenever a claim against the United 
States, of any description, has been, or shall be 
presented to either House, referred to a commit 
tee, and such committee shall have made a repor 
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in writing against the allowance of the claim, and 
the same shall have been concurred in by the 
House, it shall not be again in order io consider 
such claim, unless presented on a new petition, 
pointing Out error in the action on the claim, or 
presenting new evidence in support of it. 

The resolution was discussed at some length by 
Messrs. GRAHAM and TAPPAN in favor of its 
adoption, and by Messrs. BAGBY, LINN, and 
WUODBRIDGE in opposition to its passage 
without mature consideration; when, 

On motion of Mr. LINN, its further considera- 
tion was postponed till Monday next. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of William Debuys; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceed- 
ed to consider, as in commiitee of the whole, the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
army and Military Academy for 1842. 

Mr. EVANS said there were several amend- 
ments proposed by the Committee en Finance, 
which he hoped would meet the approbation of the 
Senate. 

The CHAIR then read the proposed amendment 
to the Ist section; which was, to strike out the pro- 
visoes, as follows: 

“Provided, Thatthe recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers and privates in the va- 
rious companies of the several arullery and infantry regiments 
shall be reduced by death,expiration of term of service, or other 
causes, and such discharges as the President may from time to 
time direct, to the number fixed by the act entitled ‘An act tore- 
duce and fix the military peace establishment of the United 
States,’ approved March 2, 1821: And provided further, That 
no part of this appropriation shall be applied after the 30th 
day of September next to the payment of the regiment of dra- 
goons established and authorized by the act of 23d May, [Sd 
And provided, a/se, That no money appropriated in this bill, 
or hereafter to be appropriated, shall be applied to the pay- 
ment of any larger sui of money to the officers attached to 
the general staff, to wit: those in the Adjutant General's depart- 
ment, the Inspector General’s department, the Quartermaster 
General’s department, the Subsistence department, the Purchas- 
ing department, the Medical department, the Pay department, 
the corps of engineers, the topographical engineers, the Ord- 
nance department, and the military academy, that the sums 
now paid to the officers of the same grade in the infantry and 
artillery service, whether the same be for their pay or emoiu- 
ments, or any other service.” 

Mr. EVANS said the provisoes would, if adopt- 
ed as they came from the House, lead to a com- 
plete change in the whole organization of the 
army—first, as to its reduction to the standard of 
1821; next, as to the disbanding of a regiment of 
dragoons; and next, as to the equalizaiion of pay. 
The subject had been referred 10 the Committee on 
Military Affairs; which committee had reporied a 
bill to accomplish all the objects of redaction com- 
patible with the service of the country. This was, 
unquestionably, the only proper mode of legisla- 
tion; for it must be evident that the introduction of 
the change into an appropriation bill was improper 
and inappropriate. 

Mr. KING said he thought they could act more 
satisfactorily upon this appropriation bill, after the 
bill which had been reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, proposing a reduction in the 
army. The matter bad undergone sowe examina- 
tion; and he believed there was an evident de- 
termination that some alteration should tae 
place; and he believed it was important that a 
change should, at all events, take place with re- 
gard te warrant officers. There ought to be 
something like equalization. At present, he be- 
lieved that staff-officers were placed upon sucha 
footing as to render it exceedingly desirabie to 
those holding commissions to be placed upon the 
staff; aod the depariment was constantly besieged 
with applications in consequence. He thought it 
would be better to take up ihe bill reported by the 
commitiee first of all, and to show the House of 
Representatives that they were disposed to act 
confo;mably to their suggesiion; otherwise he 
feared they would be under the necessity of baudy- 
ing this bili back and forib, with amendments be- 
tween the two Houses, and eventually that they 
would be obliged to adoptit ia the shape the House 
had given to it. He did not feel prepared to de- 
termine as to the propriety of retaining or rejecting 
these provisoes, until the ether bill should have been 





considered, ibat they might understand to whatextent 


appropriations were required to be made. He be 
lieved the course he nad suggested would give 


more satistaction to the other House; and it would 
be much better, therefore, that this bill should be 
postponed. 

Mr. EVANS expiained the inconvenience of 
putting back the appropriation bill three or four 
weeks. He was sure ihe House would be satisfied 
with the assurance of the Senate that it would act 
on the bill introduced by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Afiairs, and would concur in passing the ap- 
propriation bill for the army, without any delay 
cn account of the provisoes being stricken out. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that, as he understood, 
a reduciion of the army expenses was contem- 
plated, to the extent of about $700,000 per annum. 
He was satisfied that, unless some economical 
scheme of this kind were adepted, they would be 
obliged to resort to some extraordinary measures 
for raising the necessary means for the support of 
the Government. If his Senator from South Car- 
oliaa desired that his bill should be considered at 
ail, it would greatly facilitate the business if it 
were considered first. 

Mr. PRESTON assured the Senator that he and 
the Committee on Military Affairs, of which he 
was chairman, had brought forward the bill which 
he introduced yesterday in perfect good faith. He 
would have no objection to its being considered 
immediately after this bill; so thatit might go to 
the House in company with the appropriations. 

Mr. EVANS was not aware of any thing else 
in the appropriation bill that was likely to involve 
discussion. He hoped it would be disposed of at 
once. 

Mr. KING sail he had no wish to impair, ia 
the slightest degiee, the condition of the army, or, 
indeed, of any branch of the public service; but 
the Senator would see that they would be much 
better enabled to vote upon the proposition of the 
House, contained in the provizoes, after they had 
examined the subject of 1eduction as proposed by 
the Committee on Milliary Affairs. Though it was 
unusual to encumber an appropriation bill with 
ex'raneous matter; yet, as the House had thought 
proper to do so, he would have no objection to act 
upon that proposition at the proper time; but he 
would prefer to adopt the proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, and to consider the bill submit- 
ted by the Commitice on Military Affairs prior to 
enteriug upon the consideration of this one. Al- 
though he was unwilling to delay the passage of 
the appropriation bill, yet he thought the proper, 
sensible, and judicious course would be that which 
he liad referred to. Gentiemen would then be bet- 
ter enabled to understand what they were voting 
for. He moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. EVANS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING withdrew his motion. 

Mr. LINN wished to know why the chairman 
of the Finance Committee wished to give this bill 
the preference. 

Mr. EVANS said the year was far advanced, 
and the service suffering for want of the means to 
be appropriated by this bill. He thought it could 
be disposed of in half an hour; and then the army 
bill, reported yesterday, couid be taken up, and 
also passe d to day. 

Mr. WOODLURY was opposed to the preposi- 
tion at present before the Senate, for striking out 
the provisoes, not because he was not favorable to 
distinct and separate legislation upon the subject, 
but he was, at least, in favor of retaining the 
provisoes until some other plan of reduction should 
be adopted. It it were adopted this session, the 
operation of the provisoes would theu cease; if not 
aJopted until the next session, the provisoes would, 
in that case, Continue until that time. As a tem- 
porary regulation, he thought it desirable that the 
provisces shuald be adopied. 

There was another argument in favor of its 
adoption—whick was, thata reduction of the ex- 
pense was contemplated to the extent, he believed, 
of half a million of dollars. Under these circum 
siances, he was ia favor of carrying eut the views 
of the House, until something better could be pro- 
posed. 
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The question then came up on striking out the 
provisoes. 

Mr. EVANS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PRESTON explained the propriety of pro- 
ceeding by bill on all regulations of the army. The 
object of the appropriation bills is to carry into ef- 
fect the established laws of the land. Having 
passed this appropriation bill, the Senate can go 
into the consideration of the bill for regulating the 
service. In disposing of the regulation bill, should 
Congress decide upon reductions in the service, re- 
quiring less money for the army than the appropri- 
ation bill provides, no harm will be done, as no 
money will be applied beyond what the service 
requires. 

Mr. SEVIER explained the reason why he could 
not vote to strike out the provisoes. 

Mr. CUTHBERT wished to know how far the 
Committee on Military Affairs approved of the 
proposed redactiens in the army? 

Mr. PRESTON replied that, if the report of the 
committee had been in print, the Senator would 
have seen that the question was an«wered in it. 
The committee had considerable doubt of the ex- 
pediency of the reductions; but the financial condi- 
lion of the country compelled them to approve of 
the general proposition. 

Mr. CUTHBERT asked if the members of the 
commitiee would, individually, support the meas- 
ure of reduction? 

Mr. PRESTON said, unquestionably he would 
support the bill he had reported. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that, as a member of 
the committee, he also felt bound to sapport the 
bill. 


The question was then taken on concurring with 
the commitiee in the proposition to strike out the 
provisoes, and resulted in the allirmative—yeas 28, 


nays 8, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bag>y, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrien, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson. Huntington, Kerr, Luin, Man- 


eum, Merrick, Morehead, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith of In 
diana, Tallmadge, Walker, and Woodbridze—2s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, McRoberts, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Wilcox, Woodbury, and Wright—s, 

The next amendment was '» strike out the pro- 
viso, page 2, lines 35, 36, 37, as follows: 

“ Provided, That hereafter no additional ration shall 


be al 
lowed to commanding olficers of separat 


posts.” 

Mr BENTON explained the reasons which had 
influenced Congress to allow double rations to the 
commanding officers of separate posts. It was a 
practice founded on the necessary situation in 
which the efficers in command of separate posts 
were placed. Tnis was aceording to the old es- 
tablished laws. He conceived the object of the 
House was to assimilate the pracuce to ihat of the 
bureaus—not military posts. The provision 
should be embraced in the new bill to foilow this. 
And, considering that a proper place for it, he 
would be in favor of striking out the proviso from 
ihis bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY proposed to amend the pro- 
viso, by adding to it the words “where there are no 
roo} 5.’ 

Mr. EVANS said the object de-ired te be at- 
tained by the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. 
Woopszoury,] hau beer already accomplished by 
the action of the department. The Secretary of 
War had published a regulation, restricting the 
issue of rations, by confining them to the com- 
manders of separate posts, in the literal meaning of 
the law. The amendment of the Senator, as well 
as the proviso of the House, was unnecessary. 
Ine proviso of the House, instead of correcting the 
abuse merely—which had existed for years—goes 
to cut off rations to commandeis of posits, which 
have always been authorized by law, as stated by 
the Senator from Missouri, (Mi. Benron.] 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Wocppury, ard it was agreed to. 

Tne question recurring cn the amendment as 
amended, it was put; and the proviso was stricken 
out 

The next amendment was on Sth page, line 1(9 
to 111, to insert “including compensation of a spe- 
cial agent to attend at the feundries employed in 
making cannon;” which was adopted. 
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The clause, as amended, reads as follows: 

“For the armament of fortifications, including compensation 
of a special agent to attend at the foundries employed in making 
cannon, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.” 

The next amendment was on 6.h page, line 121, 
to change $120,000 for arsenals to $150,000. 

Mr. EVANS explained, that the estimate of the 
department was $150,000. The House proposed 
to reduce it to $120,000. The effect would be to 
stop the works at the arsenals in North Carolina 
and at Little Rock, Arkansas. 

Mr. SEVIER observed, that as it was to carry 
on the works at Little Rock, he would certaialy 
vote for the amendment. 

Mr. KING approved of the general practice of 
falling below the estimates of the departments. 
He hoped the Senator from Arkansas would recon- 
sider the matter, and vote with him against ihe 
amendment. 

Mr. EVANS stated that he had been informed 
there would be less inconvenience to the public in 
discontinuing the works at North Carolina and 
Little Rock, than elsewhere; and as no other ap- 
propriation would be diverted from its object, the 
works at these arsenals would, of necessity, be dis- 
continued, unless the full estimate of the depart- 
ment was appropriated. 

Mr. SEVIER considered there was as much 
propriety in carrying onthe works at the arsenal of 
Little Rock, as the marine hospital at Mobile; and 
he could not, therefore, see why the Senator [ilr. 
Kina] should call upon him to vote against the 
public works of Arkansas, while he was, himself 
so tenacious of obiaining the full estimates for 
Alabama. 

Mr. KING exolained that he would not vote 
for any expenditure, wiucther in Alabama or else- 
where, which he did not consider absolutely neces- 
sary. There was such necessity as to the marine 
hospital at Mobile; but, according to the opinion of 
the department, as expressed by the Senator from 
Maine, no such immediate necessity with regard to 
the arsenals in North Carolina and at Little Rock. 

Mr. GRAHAM pointed out the necessity for 
continuing the works at the two arsenals alluded to. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON thought it a very plain 
case. Congress had the assurance of the head of 
the department that the pnblic service would suf- 
fer if the estimate was not appropriated in full. 
The Committee on Finance had reporied in favor 
of the estimate. It was, then, a plain case that 
the amendment ought to be adopted. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN could not concur with his 
friends in the necessity of this increase of $30,000. 
It appeared to him that the object was not of such 
consequence as gentlemen imagined. He knew 
that Kentucky would take care of the arms and 
ammunition in herhands at her own expense. . He 
saw no reason why North Carolina and Arkansas 
could not do the same. Besides, there was always 
a large margin made in estimates; let the $120,000 
be judiciously applied, and it may be made to go 
as far, in these economical! times, as $150,000 lav- 
ishly expended. He hoped the Senator from Ar- 
kansas would consent to wait till next year. [tis 
not an establishment necessary to every Siate; the 
object owght to be to have some central and appro- 
priate point. 

Mr, SEVIER was not prepared to argue the pro- 
priety of the locations; all he contended for was, 
that the works are there—they are in progress of 
construction or completion; and it is true econo- 
my tocarry on the works, instead of lettirg them 
suffer injury by delay. 

Mr. GRAHAM further explained the necessity 
for carrying on the works. 

The amendment was then adopted—ayes 19, 
noes 12, 

The next amendment was, same page, lines 125 
126, 127, to insert “for eypense of preparing 
drawings of a uniform system of artillery, $1,350.” 

Mr. LINN calied for some explanation. 

Mr. EVANS explained that this was not a new 
proposition. The sys'em had been in progress for 
years, and it was deemed very desirable by the de- 
partment that it should be made as complete as 
possible. He believed this appropriation would 
answer all the purposes contemplated 

The amendment was adopted, 
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The next was, page 7, lines 143, 144, to insert 
“incloding arrearages;” which was adopted. 

Tue next was, in same page, lines 145, 146, to 
insert **for military surveys for the defence of the 
frontier, inland aad Atlantic, $15,000.” 

Mr. EVANS explained that it was necessary to 
have a fund for military surveys. He read a re- 
port to show the manner in which the fund is ap- 
plied. Out of $30,000 appropriated for the pur- 
pose last session, up to February last only $13,108 
had been drawn; but it was estimated that between 
$13,000 and $14,000 more would be required to 
carry +n surveys in hand, leaving a balance of 
$3,000, which, with this $15,000, would be suffi- 
cient for this season. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The next was, same page, lines 147, 143, 149: 
to insert ‘‘for arrearages and for the preservation of 
the public property at the several places of har- 
bor and river improvement, $15,000.” 

Tne amendment was adopted, 

The next was, same page, 2d section, lines 9, 10, 
and 11, to strike out same proviso as before strick- 
en out; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON proposed to amend the bill at 
page 6, atthe end of the 116th line, changing the 
$369,000 for the manufacture of arms at the na- 
tional armories, so that $6),000 may be at the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary ef War, for the purpose of 
purchasing other arms than those manufactured 
for the Government. 

Mr. LINN asked for some explanation. 

Mr. PRESTON gave the desired explanation. 

Mr. BATES was not aware of the propriety of 
the change. The armories of the United States 
were already provided with fully equipped estab- 
lishments and munitions of war. If it was proper 
to place a sum at the disposal of the department for 
experiment, let it be made as aseparaie appropria- 
tion; but he cid not see the propriety of cu'ting off 
any part of the appropriations necessary to sustain 
the United S a’es armories. 

Mr. PRESTON explained that great public 
good wouid be accomplished, and no injury to the 
public se:vice. He hoped the amendment would 
be adopted. 

Mr. STURGEON said he believed it was abso- 
lu'ely necessary that a portion of this appropria- 
tion should be applied in this way. Contracts, he 
was aware, had been made; and, to fulfil those 
contracts, it was required that the money should b2 
provided in some way; and he thought it might as 
well be done from tris appropriation as in any 
other way. He could not concur with the Senator 
from Massachusetts as to the invalidity of those 
contracts, because there was no spec.fic law under 
which they have been made. They had been in 
existence for a number of years, and It was a mat- 
ter of necessity that they should be fulfilled. He 
would add one observation as to the quality of the 
arms procured by those contracts; he believed they 
were infinitely superior to those procured at the 
armory at Springfield or that at Harper’s Ferry, 
while the cost was considerably less. This, he 
thought, was a matter worthy of consideration. 

Mr. BATES did not concur with the Senator 
from Pennsylvania [ Vir. Sruraeon. } 

Mr. SEVIER asked what surplus of arms was 
on hand? 

Mr. PRESTON could not say. He did not 
prop se an a‘ditional appropriation; his object 
wa» only to give the discretionary power of apply- 
ing one-fifth of the appropriation im such manner, 
with regard to the acquisition of arms, as may tend 
to the benefitof the country, ‘The annual increase 
of the population of the United States is now at 
least 700,000, so that there was very little chance 
of aay surplus of arms accruing. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and order- 
ed, and resulied in the affirmative—ycas 22, nays 
16, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Conrad, Crittenden, Evans, Kerr, Linn, Mangam, 
Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Preston, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Siurgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, and Walk» r—22 

NAYS—Messrs. Bagby, Birrow tates, Choate, Clayton, 


Cuthbert, Graham, Henderson, King, McRoberts, Smith of In: 
diana, White, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Woodbury—16 


Mr. PRESTON proposed to amend the bill by 
inserting after the 106:h line, page 5, an appro- 








priation of $3,000, to be applied, ander direction of 
the Surgeon General, to complete meteorological 
observations. 

Mr. KING asked why an appropriation should 
be made to accomplish an object heretofore attained 
without expense? 

Mr. LINN asked whether the object was to print, 
or make a synopsis of the meteorological informa- 
tion acquired? A vast mass of tabular information 
had been deposited in manuscript form; but it was 
useless in its present shape, though of great im- 
portance ‘o the country if published. 

Mr. PRESTON explained the matter at consid- 
erable length. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN proposed an amendment, 
to come in at the end of the bill, “for building and 
repairing the necessary boats, and carrying on the 
hecessary improvements, on the Mississipsi, Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, and Omo rivers, $100,000.” He 
could only say it was an appropriation made for 
many years with great benetit to the country, and 
but lately suspended. He understood that, since 
the suspension, fourteen times the amount of the 
appropriation had been lost by the impediments to 
navigation which had grown up. He hoped the 
amendment would be adopied, as there was not 
ene of greater importance in the bill. 

Mr. MERRICK asked how long it was since the 
appropriation had been suspended? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN replied, since the year 
1839. 

Mr. KUNG thought the Senator should bring the 
subject forward as a separate measure. It never 
had been thought appropriate to encumber an 
army or navy appropriation bill with such a prop- 
osition. It was not the place or the time tc 
make it. 

Mr. LINN contended that the matter was not 
without precedent. He was as much opposed to 
making an omnibus of this bill as the Senator him- 
self; but this was an exception to the general rule. 
He showed that the Government was interested in 
the subject—in the transportation of troops, arms, 
and public property. Inu one instanee, by the 
wreck of a steamboat on its way to Fort Leaven- 
worth, chariered tor the Government—which was 
wrecked on a snag—a loss to the Government oe- 
curred far exceeding the usual appropriation sus- 
pended. From the point where he lived, he could 
see the wreeks of seven steamboats. Such must be 
the case where two cr three thousand snags are 
accumulated. Jf this appropriation is not made, 
the loss must increase rapidly. In 1841 it could 
not be less than twelve or fourteen hundred thous- 
and dollars. 


M:. ALLEN, withont any disposition to be ex- 
travagant, would vote for the proposition, because 
he thought it right and proper in itself. As to its 
being improperly introduced ia an appropriation 
bill, sach would be the case till some joint rale is 
adopted to prevent it. (Mr. A. made a forcible 
appeal in support of the amendment, which we 
regret the lateness of the hour at which we drew 
up this sketch does not admit of eur writing out. ] 

Mr. SEVIER advocated the amendment at con- 
siderable lengih—pointing out the imperious ne- 
cessiiy, in a national point of view, for continuing 
this appropriation. He was only sorry that the 
Senator from Kentacky bad not proposed $150,000, 
which had been usually appropriated for ten or 
tweive years, instead of $100,000. 

Mr. MOREHEAD had learned from the War 
Department that estimates had been furnished to 
Congress, not only for such improvements, but for 
the repairs of the snag-boats. He had not been 
able to lay his hands on the reports. He believed 
the estimate for repairs of the boats was $15,000. 
The apprepriation will be less than that of the 
estimate of the department. Hehad not a doubt 
on his mind of the propriety of the appropriation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that, as to the 
objec ion that no estimate had been made, it must 
be obvious that such a thing would bea mere for- 
mality. For ten years, yp to 1839, the annual 


appropriation had been $150,000. He had asked for 
only $100,000; although, in consequence of the sus- 
pension, agreat accumulation of obstructions to 
navigation hadaccrued. There were no appropri- 
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ations that he voted more cheerfully for than the || 


light-houses along the Atlantic ocean. 

There was no man who had ever spent a night 
at sea on our coast, that would not vote for those 
lights to preserve the hardy seaman who risks his 
life for the service of the country. But these rivers 
involved 2 commercial navigation of vast import- 
ance. The Government is receiving from its in- 
terest in the Louisville and Portland Canal, in 
which it has about $400,000 of stock, 18 per cent. 
annually, since 1839—amounting to nearly the 
yearly sum asked to be appropriated. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BERRIEN desired to have the bill amended, 
in page 7, line 144, by adding $60,000 for the sup- 
port of militia to defend the inhabitants of Georgia 
and Fivrida. He submitted a letter which he had 
received from the Governor of Georgia to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which was read. 

A long debate ensued on this proposition, in 
which Messrs. BERRIEN and CUTHBERT ad- 
vocated the amendment, and Mr. PRESTON op- 
posed it. 

It was negatived—ayes 14, noes 17. 

Mr. BERRIEN next proposed an amendment, 
at the same place, to appropriate $19,399 87 for 
services performed by seven troops of volunteers 
called out by the Governor of Georgia, and made 
use of in the Florida war under the United States 
officers in command. 

This was explained, and, being esteemed a bal- 
ance of the claim for the service of Georgia 
volunteers in the Florida war, the ameadment, 
after some discussion, was adopted. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendments were ail concurred in, It 
was then read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. MERRICK moved to go into executive | 


session. 

Mr. PRESTON desired to take up the army bill. 
It was very desirable it should accompany the ap- 
propriation bill. 
with it now, but to insure its place as the unfinish- 
ed business. 

Mr. EVANS hoped he wouid be able to get 


the revenue bill forward to-morrow, or next day at 
farthest. 


Mr. MERRICK then pressed his motion to go | 


into executive session, and ' 


The Senate went into executive session, an 
soon after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WeonespayY, June 22, 1842. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa presented the memorial 
of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Dua- 
buque, in the Territory of Iowa, representing that 
said city is located in the rear of several islands in 
the Mississippi river, which are, for a part of the 
year, subject to inundation; that about three fourths 
of the year, when the river is low, steambvats can- 
not, Owing to these obstructions, approach the 
town, but have to land their freight and passen- 
gers on these islands, from which they are, at great 
expense and inconvenience, transported across the 
slues to the city. They further represent, that the 
titles to said islands is yet in the United States 
Goverament; that they contain only about one 
hundred acres of land at low water; but, with cer- 
tain improvements which the memorialists propose 
making, they might be made valuable to the city 
of Dubuque—at least so far as toenable the citizens 
thereof to have free access to the main channel of 
the Mississippi at the lowest stages of water. They, 
therefore, pray Congress to make a donation of the 
said lands to the said ciiy: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lends. 

Mr. CASEY of Illinois said, that a bill of 
the utniost importance to the Western States 
had been passed by the Senate, and was now before 
the Committce of the Whole, and he rose for the 
purpose of asking the House to discharge the said 
commitiee from the further consideration of that 
bill, so as to bring it before the House and have 
it acted on at once. 

Mr. TURNEY asked what the bill was? 

The CLERK read the title as follows: “An 
act to modify the several pre-emption laws, and 
for other purposes,” 


He did not propose to proceed | 
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Mr. FILLMORE objected to taking ‘up the 


bill at this time, to the deiay of more pressing busi- 
ness. 

Mr. CASEY said that the bill would take up but 
little time. It was of vast importance tu the West- 


| era country; and, to show the importance of act- 


} 


ing on it at this session, he hoped the gentleman 
would permit a communication which he held in his 
hand, from the Commissivner of the General Land 
Oifice, to be read. 

Tne SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 
from Illinois that he had better move to have that 
communication printed, so as to prepare the House 
for acting on it to-morrow. 

Mr. CASEY would willingly do so, provided 
the House would consent te discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole trom the bill. 

Mr. STANLY and others still objecting— 

Mr. CASEY moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of discharging the Committee of the 
Whole from the bill. 

Mr. STUART of Iilinois called for the yeas 
and nays; but a sufficient number not rising, they 
were not ordered. 

Tellers were then called for, and ordered. 

Mr. TURNEY said he wi-hed to know what 
were the provisions of the bill before he voied for 
suspending the rules. 

The bill was accordingly read. 

{It provides for the repeal of so much of the 
present pre-emption Jaws as excludes from the right 
of pre-emption—lIst. Persons who have settled on 
the public lands before they were surveyed, but 
after the extinguishment of the Indian title; 2d 
Persons who own 320 acres of other lands; and 
3d. Persons not naturalized, or who had not filed 
their application for citizenship previous to their 
settlement. ] 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and lost: ayes 48, noes not gounted. 

VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND. 

‘The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Sraniy, came ap according to order: 


‘Resolved, That aselect committee be appointed to inquire 
into the amount and character of the expenditures which have 


been made by ihe Government, in safisiaction of bounty land 
claims allowed by the State of Virginia; what amount of like 
claims are still outs'anding; whether any further legislation of 


Congress is necessary to secure the treasury against the pay- 
ment of improper or unfounded claims of that description, [to 
which was added, on the motion of Mr. Witt1am O. Goopsg,] 
or to satisfy outstanding claims, which are just and well 
founded ; and that said committee have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise.” 

Mr. GOGGIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House up to the expiration of the 
morning hour, in an able and argumentative 
speech, to show the justice and expediency of 
making provision for the outstanding c'aims. 

Afier Mr GOGGIN had coneluded— 

Mr. GOODE of Virginia obtained the floor, and 
the subject was laid over. 

THE TARIFF BILL. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into Commiitee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. McKennan of Pennsyl- 
vania in the chair,) and resumed ‘he consideration 
of the bill ‘to provide revenue from imports, and 
to change and modify existing regalations imposing 
duties on imports, and for other purposes.” 

Mr. PICKENS, who had the floor from yester- 
day, addressed the commitiee during the hour. He 
went into an examination of the estimates submit- 
ted by the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means [Mr. Fittmcre] in relation to the 
amount of revenue proposed to be raised. Accord- 
ing tothe estimates of that gentleman, the amountof 
imports from which it was proposed to raise a reve- 
nue of $27,000,000 was $77 000,000; thus making 
the average daty 36 percent. It was tkus proposed 
to raise the whole revenue of the Government from 
one branch of indastry-—from commerce alone. 
Why was it proposed to do this? Was commerce 
more flourishing than any other branch of busi- 
ness? He argued that it would be impossible to 
raise the stated amount. The advocates of the bill 
would be disappointed in their expeciations. The 
circumstances of the country were different from 
what they were in 1828 and 1832. Then, its circu- 
lation was greater, and its population less, than at 
present, 
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He took an enlarged view of the subject of pro- 
teciion, and maintained that the best protection was 
stable legislation and a sound currency. He an. 
swered the argument that a protective tariff was 
necessary to prevent the export of specie from this 
country. He appealed to the experience and con- 
dition of England, to show that the advantages de- 
rived from protection were not what they were rep- 
resented to be. Indeed, he expressed his astonish- 
ment that, in this enlightened age, when the whole 
tendency of society was onward, any man should 
be in favor of returning to the old, exploded, bol- 
stering systems of former times. In the course of 
his remarks, he introduced and discussed a variety 
of topics, which cannot now be noticed, but which 
will appear hereafter. 

Mr. SNYDER rose, and said he should take a 
common-sense view of the question before the 
committee, without endeavoring to follow the ar- 
guments of any gentleman who had preceded him. 
He then proceeded to express his views on the tariff, 
and its necessarily associated measure of distribu- 
tion, as they would affect his constituents. He 
was opposed to the distribution of the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands among the States; and 
he was also opposed to the taxation of coffee, su- 
gar, and salt. 


He was opposed to the distribution of the public 
lands to the States—not from preiudice, but fear. 
He feared that the States would transfer them to 
the foreign capitalists, to whom they were so 
deeply indebted, and that they would occupy them 
with a population that might come here and vote 
us down. 

He exhibited, from the bill before the commit- 
tee, ils operation on the poor man of the country— 
for whom se few appeared his advocate—and 
showed that not only his scythe and sickle were 
taxed, but the steel with which he sharpened them. 
Hie next went through a mass of statistics, to show 
how the iron trade would be affected; next, the pa- 
per trade; next, the producer of wool, and the indus- 
try by which it was converted iato articles of use 
and comtort. 

Let them, he prayed, abandon protection, so that 
every man might trade on the high seas at his own 
risk. He was willing to vole for such a tariff as 
wou'd be sufficient for the economical! wants of 
the Government; but he would not vote for this 
bill it the distribution clause were retained in it, 
nor if it imposed a tax upon either tea, or coffee, 
or salt. 

Mr. HUBARD next addressed the committee, 
in an able and argumeniative speech, agains@the 
bill; and, in the course of his remarks, referred to 
a variety of statistical tables, to show the injustice 
and impolicy of the protective system. Mr. H. 
particularly opposed the principle of retaliation, as 
not wanted by the tobacco interest, and as not cal- 
culated to advance their interests. 

After Mr. HUBARD had concluded, 

Mr. W. SMITH obtained the floor. He said 
he understood the question before the committee to 
be a proposition to substitute the bill reported from 
the Committee on Manvfactures for that reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The CHAIR answered that such was the motion 
before the committee. 

Mr. W. SMITH said he desired to address the 
committee upon this proposition; but as he was not 
prepared to go on at this time, he would move that 
the committee ris?, in order that the House might 
proceed with other business. 

Mr. WISE suggested to his colleague the pro- 
priety of taking up the navy appropriation bill, 
and laying aside the subject at present before the 
commiitee. 

Mr. SMITH made a motion to that effeet. 

Mr. GAMBLE wished the Georgia militia bill 
taken up, and, at the sngzestion of the Chair, moved 
a division of the question 

The CHAIR thea put the question on postponing 
the bill until to-morrow, and was announcing it as 
having been deeided in the dffirmative, when a di- 
vision was called for. It being evident that con- 


siderably less than a quorum were in attendance, 
tbe count was not insisted on, and the motion fell to 
the ground, 











Mr. W. SMITH then yielded the floor, which 
was taken by Mr. CUSHING 

Mr. C. addressed the committee at large in favor 
of the increased tariff. He held that the only ques- 
tion of any import was, what — d be the details 
of the bill? The discussion, he thougnat, had been 
carried? too far upon general pr neip les. He 
thought that the anti-tariff men who opposed the bill 
because it conflicted with their nolions cf free trade, 
were in duty bound to furnish some other plan for 
raising the revenue necessary to carry on the Gov- 
ernment. Unless they proposed some other system 
ol revenue, they must unite with the friends of the 
bill before the commitiee in maturing the detail 
of a tariff on imports. 

He continued the discussion of the theory ¢ 
free trade for some time, and said thatul wasa 
good theory if the peopie ot the W i constiinted 
but one Government. That not being so, and as 
the only theory of prosperous existence—ihe only 
mode by which social blessings could — 
was the association of man in separate Govern- 
ments, taxation was duty of 
every statesman was to regard the inter s of ihe 
people under his own Government, priest could 
not be promoted by new-iaugied visionary ab- 
stractions of free trade,) and so adjust taxation as 
to do the most benefit to the people taxed, with ihe 
least possible evil; though no system could be 
devised which would not in some measure be 
found, in its operation, to benefit or press more un- 


he 1 
be secure 
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inevitab’e; and the 


equally upon particuiar interests or particular 
Classes. 
Mr. GORDON moved that the commiiee rise, 


5 


which (it being but 3 o’elock) was negatived 

Mr. WISE enji:ered into certain explanation 
a free-trade man, which he deemed to be nece 
sary, in consequence of the remarks 
man from Ma 
equality of man. 

Mr. KENNE DY of Maryland moved that the 
committee rise, Which Was agreed to 

The Hou , then at Ho urned 


eentie- 


of the 
trade and ihe 


ty 


achusetts on 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, June - 1842. 

Mr. CONRAD presenied twe e@ memorials 
from citizens of Louisiana, praying for an aug- 
mentation of the duty on foreign sugars. Mr. C, 
observed that these memorials were signed by a 
very large and respectable portion of thee: 
Louisiana. The memoriaiists were not all sugar- 
planters. He recognized among tnem the names 
of cotton-planters and persons of almost every 
other pursuit. He was happy to say, too, that, in 
Louisiana, as in other paris of the 
began to be no longer viewed as a party question— 
as a question between different portions of our owa 
countrymen; but as a national qaesuon—-an Amer- 
ican quesuon—a question between this country 
and foreiga countries. Among the memorialisis he 
discovered the rames of many Democrats, and, 
among others, that cf a gentiemau who had, at 
the four last Presidential elections, beca a candi- 
date for ciector on the Demecraiic ucket in Louis- 
jana. 
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This was not the proper time to indulge in any 
remarks on the subjectof the memoriais. He would 
take this occas hat, in what- 
ever light the sugar cvliure was viewed-—whether 
we consider the number of persons interested in it, 
the magnitude of the capital invested, the number 
of laborers employed in it, or the immense indu- 
ence which Its continuance or its destruction would 
exert on the destinies of the Siate where tt is car- 
ried on— itis one of the very first mn importance in 
this country. He wouid venture to say, too, that 
there was hoe interest on which the present mista- 
ken poiey of the Government would, if persevered 
in, exercise a more fatal and wihering infiuenec 
For these reasons, as well as on account of the 
striking and valuable statistical ‘acts contained in 
the memorials, he wouid move that they be printed 
and referred to the Committee on Manufactures 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from 
Joshua A. Leavitt, of Ohio, praying that Congress 
will incorporate, in any new tariff act, a provision 
reducing the duties in future to any country that 
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will admit American grain, ed meat 
dulv iree. 

= T. made some remarks, not disiinetly heard, 
on tve great importance of Congre shaping i!s 
legislation as to guare a the great agricultural inter- 
ests of the country. He hoped the Agriculiural 
Commiiire, to which he proposed to refer the me- 
morial, woul! examine the important statistics con- 
tained im it, and have them spread before the pub- 
hie. ‘Tae memorial was referred accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, a memorial 
from Jaco» Gideon, asking Congress to make a 
purchase of certain books, was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on the Library. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a resolution, which 
was read as follows: 





Resolved. Tina e Presid t! tin iStates t |! 
! ule the s il¢ yer, Nam 1d ra 
rs of t! orps gi nf t yeraphical ¢ 1 
i i rdna lepar wtiie un the fitth 
i i ) i lati e War Deparimen he 
M | Wi emed uutled to dot ratios 
aud the number to which each will entitled; de wing t 
Which they may be statioaed, the nature and descrip- 
i the et ach, amda nuumoer Of S0.dlers 
eir respec e commands, 


Mie. MERRICK sau that the information called 

for would be useful to Congress when acting upon 
the billnow about to be taken up for reducing and 
ganizing the army. 
Vir. PRESTON had no objection to the passage 
of the resolution; bat he trusted that the Senate 
would be able to proceed, without delay, to the 
consideration of the bill, which the information 
called for was intended to aid actionor. He pre- 
sumed the information could be returned forthwith, 
jhe resolution was then adeoted. 

Mr. WOODBURY, trom the Committee on 
rlaims, made an adverse report Gn the petition otf 
Witliam Sirong; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER, ff ma the Commi tee on Naval 

renoricd orize the constrac- 
ion of le: 1d iastrumeats of the 
navy of the ise dS ates; Bares was read, and or- 

red to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS, agreeably to ao given, 
leave, introduced a bil! to define and establish the 
fiscal year of the Treasury of the United States; 
which was read the first time. 

Mr. BUCHANAN iaquired whether there svas 
any necessity for the reterence of the bill to a com- 
mittee? 

Mr. EVANS did not think there was; and asked 
that the bill might be read a second time. 

The bill was then read the second time. 

{Whe bill proposes that the fiscal year shall com- 
mence on the Ist of July, in each year.] 

Mr. EVANS said that the object of the bill had 

en long desired; that 1 was recommended by the 
Senator irom New Hampshire, [Mr. Woopdsury.] 
whea at the head of the Treasury department. He 
(Mr. E.) hoped it weuld become a law at the pres- 
eal session of Congress. If therewas no desire that 
the bill should be committed, he hoped it would be 
acied upon without delay. 

Mr. rads. Rect. f agreed with th: 
Maine - Evans] that the cbject of the bill wa 
ad ral je one—to make the fiseal year correspon d 
with thecommercial year. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, tie bill was then 
taken up as ia committee of the whole, considers 
and, there being no propesition to amend, it wa 
reported io the Senate, and ordered to engrossed fo: 
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a third reading. Js 


On motion a) Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro 
ceeded to the consideration of he resolution snb- 
mitted by him on Friday last, providing for a daily 
recess, and confining the action of the Sena‘e, du 
ring the morning session, to matters of a public 
ee and, in the evening session, to bills on 
the pri > calendar. 

‘The resolution was debated for some time; and, 
afier several propositions to amend, and without 
taking the question on either, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, who believed the 
best plan would be to devote the first two morning 
hours to the transaciion of business on the private 
calendar, the reso}ution was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Afiaus, reporied back to the Senate, without 
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amendment, An act to amend an actentitied “An 
act to provide for the payment of horses and 
other property lost or destroyed in the service of 
the United States,” approved the 18th day of Jan- 
uary, 1537. 

Mr. PRESTON agreeably to notice, and on 
leave, introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 
Ferdinaid Pettrich; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading; and 

On motion of Mr. KING, the resolution was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading 

The Senate then resumed the considecation of 
the unfinished business on the orders—being the 
bill to provide for the satisfaction of the claims 
arising under the 14th and 19:h articles of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, concluded in Sep- 
tember, 1830 

The question pending was the proposition of Mr. 
HenpDerson to strike out all the bill after the 
enacting clause, for the purpose of substituiing a 
bili dranghted by himseli; which preposed to allow 
the Indian claimants Jand or scrip, instead of money 
fur their claims, as proposed in the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS opposed the substitute, which he 
said would undo all that the Senate had done in 
framing the bill, and would deprive it of all checks 
against frauds. 

Mr. HENDERSON replied at length in defence 
of his substitute; when, 

On motion of Mr, KING, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed till to-merrow. 

“THE LITTLE TARIFF.” 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceed- 
ed io the consideration, as in committee of the 
whole, of the bill toe xtend for a limited period the 
present laws for layinz and collecting duties on im- 
pos 

Ms. EVANS o}served ‘hat the explanations he 
should make of this biil wouid be very brief; and 
_ hoped the bill itself would be disposed of to-day, 

* way or another. Its object is, to postpone, for 
one month, the operation of that part of the com- 
promise act, the provisions of which would come 
into effect on the Ist of July. A very consider- 
able reduction of duties takes place by that act on 
the fist day ef next mouth. 

Itis well known that .he revenue receipts of this 
year, like those of several years back, wiil fall very 
far short of the actual expenditures of the year. 
The demands of the treasury, for ordinary purposes, 
independent of the public debt, will be very liitle 
short of twenty-three millions of dollars. The ap- 
propriations of this session, it is now certain, will 
amount to twenty-two millions, including a million 
for objects not specified. The income of the treas- 
ury, under present laws, cannot approach any wheie 
near the amount of these demands. The receipts 
from customs, under existing laws, cannot surpass 
fifteen m:jlions; leaving a deficit of seven millions 
to be supphed by treasury notes, or some other pro- 
vision of Congress. 

It is evident that a necessity exists to in- 
crease the means of the treasury. The bill for the 
reorganization of the tariff has not vet been ma- 
tured; and there is no hope that it can be ready to 
20 into operation sooner the vn the Ist of August. 
He believed the benefit of a home valuation will 
be about eqarl to the reduction contemplated by 
the compromise act; <o that there will be no viola- 
tion of the principles of that act if the duty now 
nayable be continued. The necessity for this tem- 
porary billis apparent from the doubt which ex- 
ists whether any duty can be collected efter the 
30ih of Jane, unless so far as secured by the reve- 
nue bill of last session; which bill imposed duties 
ona small portion ef the imports This doubt 
arose out of the compromise act passed in March, 
1833. He quote. the first section of that act, and 
assumed that, if the act stopped -there, no doubt 
could exis'; but the third section specified that whe 
rate of duties should be continued until the 30th of 
June, 1842; and there was another section which 
provides, in effect, that other laws shall be passed 
regulating the duties to be collected after the 30th 
of June. This was in the last partof the fifth sec- 


tion, stating that articles shall not be imported un- 
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Yess subject to such duties as shall be imposed by 
law, not exceeding 20 per cent. 

Here, then, was consideravle doubt whether any 
duties can be collected. Ought it to be left a mat- 
ter of doubt? Every one knows that impor'ers are 
under an impression that no duty can be collected, 
‘andér ihe compromise act, after the 20th of June. 
This indicates that there may be considerable dis- 
putations referrible to judiciai courts; and they 
have not been favorable to revenue laws. It is, at 
least, hot so clear a case as to just'fy,reliance on 
the power of collecting duties. Preparations are 
made for very large importations, if the duty shal 
be only 20 per cent., which will be vastly increased 
under the chance of being admitied dniy-free. 
The condition of the treasury imperiously required 
the passage of this bill; and the necessity was so 
pressing, that ke could not aniicipate any hesita- 
tion. It is even very questionable whether the 
home valuation can be reguiaied in time. So that, 
even if the act of 1833 can be made available for 
the collection of duties, it is very p.ain its opera: 
tion must be very unequal and very unjust. As 
far as the main question of revenue wes concerned, 
there could be no objection to the passage of the 
bill. But it is said it will be a violation of the 
compromise act, by exceeding 20 per cent. duty 
afier the 30th of Jane. He asked Senators, was 
no duty beyond 20 per cent. absolutely required 
for the wants of the Government, ever i; the pro- 
ceeds of the public Jands are taken back? It can 
be no violaiioa uf the compromise act to exceed 20 
per cent. duty on imports, while the necessities of 
the Government demanded more. 

He very much quesuoned whether the rate of 
duties, now exisiing, will not be continued alter the 
20:h of June, by the adoption of the home valua- 
tion. But, as that home valuation cannot be ad- 
justed in time, there would be no violation of the 
compromise act by continuing the raie of duties 
the same as at present. 


Let the matter be what it raay, Congress must 
provide means for the necessiiies of the treasury. 
7 s ‘ . } 
Ghere is another objection to be anticipated; and 
that is, in relation to the clause repealing the see- 
tion of the land disiribution act of last session, 
which returns the land fund to the treasury, should 


the duties be raised past 20 percent. [t has been 


insisted that this seciion was iniroduced into the 
distribution aci as a compromise, and that this at- 


tempt to repeal it is a violation of the compact by 
which the act was passed. How could itbe ealied 
a compromise, when the gentlemen opposite stand 
pledged to repeal the whole act the moment they 
can get the opportunity? Urgent appea!s have 
been male to Senators supposed to have commit- 
ted themselves. He saw himse!f alluded to as 
having said he did not contemplate that any at- 
iempt would be made to increase duties beyond 
twenty per cent. He never had expressed an opin- 
ion as to what Congress would do. What he had 
said was, that if it was necessary to go into the 
subject at a fnture session, Congress would have 
the whole subject before it, and could repeal the 
distribution act if it saw fit. 

His own impression was, that the whole matter— 
the adjustment of the tariff, and also the distribu- 
tion subject, till Ist of August, so as to give time 
for adjaustment—would leave neither the friends 
nor the enemies of either increased tariff or dis- 
tribution in a worse condition than at present. 
His object was, in effect, to postpone the Ist day 

of July to the 1st of August, so that the passage 
of this bill shall have no effect on either 
tariff or distribution; and if no other law be passed, 
on the Ist of August the compromise act and dis- 
tribution act shal! both go into effect, according to 
their specific powers. 

It seemed to him, that all those who are opposed 
to distribution ought to go with him for postpone- 
ment. Neither party would suffer any disadyan- 
tage, or obtain any advantaze. If the bill pass 
as it is, the distribution will take effect; but if the 
proviso be stricken out, every gentleman wil! stand 
in the same condition on the Ist of August as on 
the Ist of July. For the purpose of rendering the 
bill acceptable to all, he would propose to strike 
out the proviso in the bill, and insert in its place 
the following: 
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“That the distribution of the preceeds of the pubtic landa, 
authorized and directed by the act of Congress passed thediu ol 
~ emt \ An uct » ay it proce 
of 1 tb \ is, and mption meh 
Bika ! eby, land pos 
th day oi 5 ~I ( ul he 4th Se m 
ber 11, sh 0 Y edo ! 
than meres to p i te ihe id ! ‘ay of Aucust 
distribution of the said preceeds directed by that act to be made 

st day of duly, (842; anything contained in this act, or 
the sald actof the 4th of September, 1541, to the contrary, not 


withstanding.” 

Mr. WOODBURY hoped the chairman of the 
Finance Committee won!d have given some expla- 
nation as to the amount of money now in the 
treasury, and the immediate necessity for an in- 
crease of duties for the present month. 

He considered the clauses of the act of 1833, 
quoted by the Senator from Maine, taken together, 


secured the collection of daty at 20 per cent. 


The power of collection was still preserved by the 
act of July, 1832, which the compromise only mod- 
ified in amount, and did not repeal the right to col 
lect. He read the passages from both acts, to show 
that the power of collection was not impaired by 
the compromise act. Both acts, and the great 
object of the compromise act, did not look to such 
astict consirction. If the fifth section was to be 
so strictly construed, there never could be any 
authority fer collecting over 20 per cent. Soine 
who passed the ac} may have believed that, with 
we proceeds of the public lands, there would be 
enough for an economical administration, Bathe 
did not hoid to sueh a strict construction; ior he 
was ready to admit that, if ail reasonable and prac- 
ticable relrenehments were made, and the land fund 
were restored, and a higher rate than 2U per cent. 
were necessary, in an ex-gency of war, he would 
not hold toso strict a construction of the compro- 
mise act. ; 
Mi. W. said, however, that !o avoid doubt and 
litigation with merchant 
with courts and juries, a declaratory law might be 
expedien'. One should have been passed earlier, or 
a new tariff providing for the difficulty. Now, there- 
fore, he woald himself vote for the law, from abun- 
dant caution, but not retaiaing the land distribution, 
nor limiting its operation to the Ist of August, but 
till Congress should otherwise direct. The law be- 
fore us would then be unexcepiionable, except that 


and wnneressaty coufiets 


the duties wight by it be reduced to 20 per cent, if 


that, with the lands, was supposed to be enough. 
Mr. W. then explained his construction of the 
home valuation, with a view of showing that the 
Senator from Maine was mistazen in supposing 
that he ought to get ten per cent. additional by a 
home valuation, er as much as the highest 
noware. That would involve a necessity of 


duties 
aising 
the present valuation quite 50 per cent., in order 
to get 10 per cent. more duty than you get by 20 
percent. This would be a manifest violation of 
the corapromise act, He objecied to the proviso 
as to the distribution, aml also to the amendment of 
the Senator from Maine, on the ground of their 
both being a postponement of the payments to the 
Siates, and not of the right of the States to the dis- 
tritmtion for one month. If it stopped the distri- 
bution itself, and left forever in the treasury the re- 
ceipis in July, it would be more reasonable. It 
should not be,as now, a negiect of paymenta 
month after due—a repudiation to the States—an 
act of bankruptcy. 

Hence the distribution for the month should not 
be merely suspen‘ed, to be afterwards paid; but the 
fight to any proceeds and any disiribution ougt to 
he stopped while the rate of duties was kept, after 
July, above 20 per cent. We must lock to the 
principle involved, aud not to mere pecuniary 
Wan's. 

He complained that the whole receipts from the 
public lands for the first half of the year, by neg- 
lecting to advertise new lands, did not exceed $400,- 
000; while the actual annual expense to be deduct- 
ed was near $200,000. But,if all the charges of 
the 5 and 10 per cent., &«. were brought into 
account, the lands might fall in debt, instead of 
leaving a surplus to be distributed, if this Jam- 
entable system continued of not advertising new 
lands. 

The peop'e of the West were not so flat, or the 
Yankees trom the East who emigrate there, as to 
buy or settle on refuse lands that had been culled 
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eitise new and good lands, as you 
8, 1239, and 1840, and three,to tour mil- 


hons a year woutd be collected from ihat source. 
The share to a State for cach Representative now, 
forthe fret halfof the year. is only about $800, if 


> r ' 
about half of the 


receipts. This was a beggarly pittance, not worth 
the scramble on account of its amoun'; but it in- 
volved agreat and vita! principle, which he would 
not now delain the Senate in discussing. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that this bill, so 

far as it provides for the continuation of present 
duties, did not seemto be objectionable to any 
side of the chamber. . 
He argued to show the indispensable necessity 
of passing this law,on the ground that no duties 
could be collected under the compromise act after 
the 30h of Jane. He dissented from the concle- 
sions drawn by the Senator from New Hampshire, 
and contended that the courts of the United States 
would be called upon to decide the question. He 
denied the possibility of carrying out the law of 
1832 by the Jaw of 1833, as they were ofpesed to 
each other in the mode of valuation, besides being 
irreconeifabie as to the amount of duty. But the 
compromise act had not left the matter open to 
construction; for it provided for the repeal of all 
acts inconsistent with the provisions of the act 
iiseir, 

He understood there was a vessel laden with for- 
eigen goods at this very mement, beating on and off 
the Houk, waiting for the Is! of July to enter New 
York, in view of landing her cargo free of duty; and 
she will do it with impenity, if this bill is not passea. 

He maintained that raising duties past twenty 


- ; ‘ool administra~ 
per cent.,if required for an econummun 


“on of the Government, was no violation of the 
compromise act: and, it thai neces: ily exists, there 
can be no breach of faith in repealing the clause in 
the distribution act which suspends its operation 
should the duty be raised above twenty per cent, 
But, even if there was a dovbi on this pcint as te 
the biil with the proviss coming from the Honse— 
and he denied that there could be any such doubt— 
there was not a shadow cf dov't left by the proviso 
proposed to be substituted by the Senator from 
Maine. 

He considered that the average rate of. duties 
now, to be continued by this bill ull Ist of Augusi, 
cannot exceed 26 per cent—continuing the credit 
system and foreign: valuation. 

With regard to the distribation act, he conceived 
that, under the proviso proposed by the Senator 
from Maine, no one hada right to complain. It 
merely would Jeave all parties precisely on the 
same footing on the Ist day of August that they 
now stand upon. This was so perfectly fair, that 
he could not see how any objection could be made 
to it; and be hoped, therefore, the bill would be 
passed to-day. 


Mr. WALKER said he understood the proviso, 
as it now stood, although it was couched in some- 
what ambiguous terms; and if the intention was 
mere'y to let things remain until the Ist of August 
upon the same footing as atthe let of July, that 
object could be accomplished by using clearer lan- 
guage; but the only consiruction that he (Mr. W.) 
could put upon the langnage used by the Senator 
from Maine, was, that, if this act became a law, 
they would get clear of a restriction in the distribu- 
tion act, by which it was provided that when the 
duties upon imports exceeded 20 per cent. the dis- 
tribution act should cease. 

Senators on the cther side would then have got 
clear of an obstacle which, at present, lay in their 
way. Having accomplished this object, then, by 
means of this little tariff bill, (the mast important 
bill except one which had been brought under the 
consideration of the Senate during the present ses- 
sion,) they would then be at liberty to pass a new 
law making the duties 30, 40, or 50 per cent., saying 
nothing about distribution, but retaining the proceeds 
of the public lands, and having increased daties 
besides. The effect of the passage of the act, in 
such a shape, would be to violate the compromise 
act. This, he presumed, would not be disputed. 
It would violate the compromise act, and that in 
the most important particular. The compromise 
act provided that, afier the 31st December, 1833, 
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whenever there was an excess of duties above 20 
Eercent., 10 fer cent. was to be taken of. 
do not pass this bill, you 


If you 
are to bring down the du- 
ties io 20 per cent; if you do pass it, you are only 
to tabe cff 10 percent. This, then, was « quivalent 
1) passing the law raising the duties above the rate 
prescribed by the compromi:c act. Then, inas- 
much as, by that act, upon raising the duties above 
20 per cent., the restriction in the distribution act 
would come into effec’, this bill, if it contained no 
proviso, would of itself b> a repeal of the dis- 
tribution act. What did the amendment pro- 
pose? (Mr. Warker here read the amendment.] 
Mark ibe operauon of this act upon the act ot 
i841. [tis merely tosuspend the payment of the 
land fund until the Ist of August—not to take 
away the rate of di-tribution, but to postpone ils 
payment. This was the effect of the enactment}; 
and, after thus suspending the distribution until the 
Ist of August, you then declare that, notwith- 
standing you have by this means raised the duties— 
which would, by the provision in the distribution 
act, have the effect of repealing that aci—the dis- 
tribution shall be merely pos'poned; or, rather, the 
payment of the distribution fund shall be suspended 
for one month. Then, I say, you accomplish the 
whole object of the friends of the tariff and the 
friends of the distribution. The proviss o.c2r'y 
effected this purpose. The passage of this Dill, 
therefore, would entirely supersede the necessity 
for the passage of the bili now pending in the 
House of Representatives for a protective tariff 
They were told by the Senator from Maine that 
the distribution act was a Whig measure with 
which Senators on this side had nothing to do. 

{[Mr. Evans. Nothing in the way of compro- 
mise | 

He wouid call the attention of Senators to the 
fact that the prevision for the repeal of the distri- 
bution act was first proposed by him (Mr. 
Waker.) It would be found, by reference to the 
journal, that, on the 14th June, 1841, he (Mr. W.) 
proposed the very proviso which was alte:rwards 
added to that bill. 

Mr. EVANS. Did the Senator vote for the bill 
in consequence of that proviso being added? 

Mr. WALKER. Certainly not; but the bill 
would not have passed if the proviso had not been 
adopted. 

What faith does the honorable gen'leman keep 
with those who were indeced to unite with him in 
passing that bill by the inzertion of that proviso? 
So far as the proviso was concerned, it was, as he 
had said before, originated by him, and the Whigs 
had nothing to do with it. He (Mr. W.) certain- 
ly had not consulted them; nor, in fact, hac he con- 
sulted even his friends upon the subjrct previous 
to offeriug the amendment. 

The honorable gentleman (Mr. Evans] looked 
upon the proposition, at the time when it was of- 
fered, as though he had been looking upon the eye 
of a basilisk. The gentleman and his friends 
voted it down in committee; and when it again 
came up, upon motion of the Senator from Ala- 
bama, how did tey then treat it? ‘They again voted 
it down; and it was not until they found that the bill 
could not pass without the proviso, that they con- 
sented to adopt it. It was inserted, finally, through 
the instrumentality of the Senator from Virginia; 
and he trusted, therefore, that the honoreble Sena- 
tor would sow stand by the proviso, and prevent 
its operation from bens aanulled by this bill. 

When it was found that they could not obtain 
voies enough to pass the bill without the intreduction 
of the proviso—that they cou'd not carry the meas- 
ure upon the “ste volo sic jubeo” principle—they 
br: ke up in confusion, similar to that described by 
Mil‘on as having prevailed among a cer-ain class 
of angels. They adjourned until Monday, that 
they might deliberate upon it; and on Monday the 
provi-o was taken up and adopted; and they now 
declare that they made no compromise With us. 

He (Mr. W.) affirmed that they had made a 
compromise, and, without such compromise, they 
very well know that the bill won!d never have 
become a law; and yet they now say to the gentle 
man from Vireiaia, and those who acted with him 
on that occasion, “Although we did get you to vote 
for the disiribution, upon our solemn pledge, as 














contained in that proviso, yet we will now violate 
that pledge. We wil! break the compromise that 
we made with you, although we could not have got 
our bill passed without the assistance of your votes: 
and, io procure those vetes, we solemnly entered 
into this compromise.” They say, ‘* We will now 
reject your votes, for we fad we can do without 
them; and we will etterly disregard our plighted 
faith.” It was in vain for the 


io 


Senator from 
Maine to say that there had been no compromise. 

[Mr. Evans. I pledged my faith to nobody. I 
voted against the amendment. ] 

He contended that a direct and solemn pledge 
had been given to the Senator from Virginia, at all 
events, by the acceptance of the proviso; because 
that Senator rose in his place and declared that, 
without its accepiance, they shouid not have his 
vote: and, unless that Senator now absolved them 
from that pledge, he (Mr. W.) maintained that it 
would be a positive violation of faith on the part 
of gentlemen opposite to adept the provision now 
proposed. 

Mr. WOODBURY desired to say a single word 
upon this proposition. Gentlemen would recollect 
that the distribution act went into op:ration in Jan- 
uary lat, and the Ist uf Ja'y was merely the day 
of payment of the half-yearly proceeds of the pub- 
ic lands, ‘The amendment of the honorable Sen- 
ator then meant one o1 (77° things: either to sas- 
pend the payment of the funds which na. been ac- 
cruing since January, or to suspend the right of the 
States io receive the money. {ff it were merely a 
suspension of the payment, il waS an interference 
wilh the provisions of the compromise act; if it 
was in'ended to suspend the right of the States to 
receive the proceeds, it was equally an interference 
with the compromiseact. The bill before the Sen- 
ate, by its own operation, would effect the cbject 
which the Senator pro’essed to have in view, with- 
cut the proviso. He considercd it therefore entire- 
ly unnecessary. 

Mr. RIVES remarked, that it was his desire to 
address the Senate onthe bill. But it was now 
late, being later than the usual honr for the ad- 
journment; and the bill was too important to pass 
through this evening. He wouid, therefore, move 
an adjournment. 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the Senator from Virgivia 
would withdraw bis motion, for the purpose of 
permitting him to offer a proposition to postpone 
this bill for this evening, for the purpose of taking 
up ihe bill to reduce ani reorganize the army. 
He believed that bill could be disposed of in half 
an hour. 

Mr. RIVES withdrew the moticn to adjourn; 
and 

Mr. PRESTON submitted a motion to !ay the 
bill on the table, for the purpose of taking up the 
bill to reorganize the army. . — 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were crdered; and on the ques- 
tion being put. it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 17, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Preston, Smith of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, and 
Wrght—17 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates. Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Cratis, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Muntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehea:!, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2l. 


Mr. CUTHBERT meved that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. EVANS demanded the yeas and n 
which were ordered; and, the qnestion being put, it 
was (iecided in the negative, by yeas 19, nays 21, 


as follows: 


ays, 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Allen, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulion, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Porter, 
Smith of Connecticut. Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, Wood- 
bury, and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—2!. 

So, at four o’clock, p. m., the Senate refused to 
adjourn, 

The question ther recurring on Mr. Evans's 
modifica ic» to the proviso in the bill— 

Mr. WHITE said, as he iatended to vote for 
it, he felt it to be his duty i+ “plain his understand. 
ing of the proviso, and wha! was his construction 


of it. According to his construction, the proviso 
did no more than postpone the payment of the in- 
s'alment falling due in Joly, to the Ist of August. 
The fund which arises from day to day, from the 
proceeds of the lands, it is provided by the distri- 
bution act, shall be paid over to the States in semi- 
annual jnostalments. This is only to postpone 
instalments. The cistribation act provides that 
if, at any time, the duties to be levied shall exceed 
twenty per ceat., then, andin that ease, by force 
of the provi*o to said act, the distribution ceases. 
Therefore, if, by the passage of this bill, the duties 
to be collected in July will exceed twenty per 
cent., the distribution fund will cease to accrue for 
that period; and the instalment to be paid to the 
Siates in August will only comprise that whica 
will have accrued before the duties were raised 
above twenty per cent. And if, in the meantime, 
Congress by its legislation shall bave raised the 
tariff permanently to above twenty per cent., the 
distribation to the States willentirely cease. This 
was his understanding of the effect of the proviso, 
and the ground upon which he gave it his support. 

Mr. BERRIEN understood the Senator from In- 
diana [Mr. Waite] to say he would vote for the 
modification of the proviso with his understanding 
of the effect that modification would have. 

He read the clause in the distribution act on which 
the issue rested. 

A doubt existed on the other side whether the 
modification would effect a mere suspension ora 
repeal. Now, he did not see that theré was any 
necessily for leaving a matter in doubt that could 
be su easily made clear and unequivocal. The 
chairman of the Finance Commitiee, and those who 
concurred in his views, distinctly declared their ob- 
ject to be merely to suspend the distribution for one 
month, at the end of which time a!! parties should 
stand as before. With a view of testing the ques- 
tion of doubt, and for the purpose of preserving the 
ground he took in reference to the distribution act, 
te would submit an amendment to the amendment, 
providing that, ‘‘afier the Ist day of August, the 
said act (the distribution act) shall revive and be 
in fuli force.” 

The Senate would see that the second section of 
the distribution act was that which authorized the 
distribution. The sixth section contains the pro- 
vivo suspending the distribution in case duties 
shall be raised past 20 per cent. Ifno law regu- 
lating the tariff shall be passed counteracting this 
clause, no distribution takes place. The effect 
this substituie to the amendment of the Senator 
from Maine would have, would be merely tu carry 
out his professions in a clear and undoubted man- 
ner; that is, to suspend only a portion of the dis- 
tribation act for one month, placing both the friends 
and opponents of distribution, at the end of that 
time, precisely where they should have stood on 
the Ist of Jaly, had not this act been passed. 

Mr. ARCHER was sa'isfied, by the argument 
of the Senator from Conneciicut, [Mr. Honrine- 
TON,] that, if this bill should not pass, there would 
be no revenue collected after the 30th of June. 
Now, he would not only give up the distribution 
for one month, but altoyether, sooner than permit 
the revenues of the Government to be thus abro- 
gated. He approved of the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Georgia; but if that could not be 
passed, he would go for the proviso offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, [Mr. 
Evans ] He appealed to the Senator from Georgia 
not to impede the passage of this bill. 

Mr. BERRIEN received the appeal of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia with that respect to which his 
views are always entitled; and he would recipro- 
cate the appeal, by cailing on him to direct his ap- 
peal to the Senater from Maine and the supporters 
of his proviso. He sincerely hoped the Senator 
would direct his sppeal to those Senators who pro- 
fessed that their only desire was to postpone the 
payment of the first instalment, and not to continue 
the distribution whilst the duties collectable should 
exceed twenty percent. This proposition offered 
by him only covered the ground which they profess 
to desire. If, therefore, there was danger that, 


without the passage of this bil’, there would be no 
laws for the collection of revenue after the 30th 
June, they would be responsible. 
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Mr. WHITE considered the amendment now 


offered by the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Brr- 
RIEN,}] as a positive enactment. ‘Though it ac- 
corded with his unterstanding of the trne con- 
struction of the proviso, as modified by the Sena- 
tor from Maine, [Mr. Evans] aad covered the 
ground of construction upon which he would vote 
for that proviso, yet it proposed to legislate posi- 
tively. The latter was a posiiive, and the other 
was a hegalive proposition. He preferred the neg- 
alive proposition as the best. [A laugh.] 

Mr. EVANS did not know but this was, after 
all, a mere controversy about words. He had not 
had time to examine the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Georgia, but he could not see why 
his own proviso should be so mystified by the gen- 
tlemen opposite. Its tendency would be, as he un- 
derstood it, to replace all parties, on the Ist of 
August, just as they now stand. But if the Sena 
tor from Georgia would include the second and 
third sections, the prrpose of the amendment wouid 
be nearly identical with his proviso. 

Mr. BERRIEN had no objection to the modifi- 
cation suggested by the Senator from Maine. It 
was evident a doubt existed on the other side 
whether the proviso as proposed to be modified by 
the Senator trom Maine would be merely a sus- 
pension cf distribution, cr repeal. Mizht not the 
same doubt exist in the breast of the Executive, 
should the bill hereafter to regulate the tariff make 
no provision repealing the sixth clause in the dis- 
tribution act. His amendment modified as sug- 
gested by the Senator from Maine, would read: 


“That the provisions of the second and third sections of the 
act entitled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands, and to grant pre-emption richts,’ 


rvassed the 
i4th of September, 1841, and the proviso in the ic eeation of 
the said act, shall be, and the same are hereby, suspended untl 
the Ist of August next; alier which day the said provisions of 
the said second and third sections, and the proviso to the said 
sixth section, shall revive and be in force.” 


Mr. CRITTENDEN could not see how any 
doubt could exist that the dis'ribniion act would 
revive after the lst of August. There can be no 
doubt. Why, then, should the language so care- 
fully prepared by the chairman of the Finance 
Committee be thrown aside, to take up an amend- 
ment hastily penned by he Senator ‘rom Georgia— 
merely to obviate a doubt on the other side which 
he himself cannot entertain. * 

Mr. BUCHANAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

The questioa was then taken by yeas and nays 
on Mr. Berrien’s amendment, and resulted in the 
negative—yeas 20, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Ba- 
chanan, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Preston, Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
cox, Woodbury, and Wright—2vU. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—2e. 

The question was again staled on agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Evans. 

Mr. WALKER considered that the present prop- 
osition, after the vote just taken, was a declaration 
that the distribution shal! go on, regardless of that 
proviso in the distribution bill which says that it 
shall cease so soon as a higher rate of duties than 
20 per cent. shail be collected. 


This act raises the duty past 20 per cent. after 
the 30ih of June; the penalty for which, by the dis- 
tribution act, would be the repeal of that act. But 
this power comes in and remiis the penalty—only 
Suspending the payment of the dis'ribution for 
thirty days. The penalty is thus got ridof,and a 
tariff bil raising duties to any amount can be 
passed between this and the Ist ef August, which 
will not affect distribution atall. This eonstruc- 
tion will be vastly strengthened by ihe vote just 
taken, when itcomes to be brought before any tri- 
bunal sitting in judgment on the right of distribu- 
tion. Ifthe bill be passed in the form proposed, it 
will be giving a carte blanche to raise any rate of 
duties that the most ulira protectionist might de- 
sire. The Senator from Maine says he has not 
had time to examine the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Georgia. Let him, then, grant 
time for its examination and consideration; let him 
consent to an adjournment. The vast importance 
of the question at issue demanded this. 
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Mr. BUCHANAN moved an adjournment, 

Mr. WRIGHT cal'ed for the yeas and nays; 
which, however, he would not insist on, if there was 
No opposition to tbe adjournment. 

Ths yeas and nays were then ordered, and the 
vote for adjournment resalied as fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Fulton. Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Smith 


1, Tappan, Walker, White, Wilcox, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Gratiam, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—2 


Mr. WRIGHT said it appeared to bim that the 
question was a very simple one, indeed. The pass- 
age of the bill under consideration, without any 
proviso, would, in his opinion, accomplish precisely 
the purpose which the chairman of the Finance 
Committee bad in view. If he understood the 
true construction of the provisions of the distribu. 


ef Connecticut, Sturgeo 


tion act, it Tas. that as soon as Congress should 
raise the duties upon imports above 20 per cent., 
that act would be from that time suspended; and 
that when the ra'e of duties should again return to 
20 per cent., the distribution should be revived. 

Here, then, was a bill now before the Senate, the 
operation of which was to continue the duties 
above 2) percent. until the Ist of August. Sup- 
pose it to be passed without any qualification 
whatever: wou'd not the effect be precisely what 
the gentlemen claim to desire? It suspends the 
distribution until ihe Ist cf August. And if, in 
the mean time, Congress should not further legis- 
late, the duties would again, at the expiration of 
this act, return to 20 per cent, and the distr, bation 
would again go on. It appeared to him thatit 
was the most simp'o and plain of all possible 
propositions; and y Senators were 
themselves to hit upon language which should ex- 
press that which was perfectly evident from the 
express terms of the enactment. ; 

He was obliged to differ, not only from the gen- 
tlemen opposite, but also from some of his friends, 
in the construetion of the provision; and he did so 
with co; siderable hesitation, although he felt the 
most perfect confidence in th construction he had 
given toit. He believed that, if it were made a 
part of the law, there would be an end forever to 
the restriction upon the distribution. Of thish 
had nota particle of doubt. And yet gentlemen, 
whose opinions he respected more than he did bis 
own, seemed to enteriain acontrary opinion. What 
was the purpose avowed? It was—and he would 
not permit himself to doubt the sincerity of the 
avowal—that the distribution should be merely sus- 
pended until the Ist of August; it was a mere post- 
ponement, so far zs the payment of the fund was 
concerned. The bill itse!f was perfectly specific 
on this point. Then where was the necessity for 
the proviso?) ‘The distribution act was not to be 
affected or modified in any other manner. Taen 
followed the language which appeared to him to be 
exceedingly significant—it should in no way be 
modified or affected; anything in the act contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

This proviso, then, declares that the distribu- 
tion act shall no: be affected or modified, except so 
far as the suspension for one month of the payment 
of the distributive portion to the several Siates of 
the jand fund, anything in this act to the contrary 
notwithstandiog. Suppose, then, before the Ist of 
August arrives, Congress pass another act regula- 
ting the duties on imports: will the distribution 
act be suspended or not? It was as perfectiy ap- 
parent to his mind as any propcsition could possi- 
bly be, that, by adopting this proviso, they ended 
the whole matter; for, when the Ist of August 
arrives, if they should have passed another act re- 
gulating the duiies on imperis, leaving out the pro- 
viso, and saying nothing about the distribution act, 
the suspension of that act would continue. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was very anxious to get rid 
of the distribution in any form; but, believing that 
the proviso now offered was better than that of the 
original bill, he should give it his vote. He con- 
ceived the Senator from New York and bis friends 
were misteken in not considering that the distribu- 
lion act cannot be revived on the Ist of August, 
without also reviving the 20 per cent. resiriction. 


pestering: 





He moved to strike out from the word Ist of Aue 
gust, 1842, to obviate ail doubt. 

Mr. RIVES never had a clearer view of any 
thing in his life than he received from the argue 
ment of the Senator from New York. If the pro- 
viso stopped at the first clanse, it would be clear; 
but the effect of the latter part is, that the distriba- 
tion shall take place, “‘any act to the contrary nol» 
withstanding.” 

li is by the same instrumentality that the repeal 
of the distribution act is effected. It amounts to 
this: that, though at that time duties may be ex- 
isiing exceeding twenty per cent., the distribution 


| shall take place on the Ist of August, instead of 


the Ist of July. The conciusion is irresistible. 
He did not presume the mover of the substitute 
had this intent; but why admit of any mystifica- 
tion? If none is intended, why not admit of the 
motion made by the Senator from Pennsyivania, 
to strike out the latter clause? 

Mr. TAPPAN asked what was the purpose of 
putting in a proviso of this nature, when the dis- 
tribution was suspended by a previous part of the 
bili? He could not help thinking that there was 
some object in it. If the latter clause adds noth- 
ing, why noi strie it oul? 

Mr. SIMMONS observed that the distribution 
bill provided for many things besides distribution; 
such as pre-emption rights, and the payment of the 
two per cent, &c., to Alabama, and other States. 
It was, therefore, necessary to qualify the proviso. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said that it seemed to him 
the doubts expressed were ungrounded. He con- 
curred with the Senator from Pennsylvania in the 
view he takes of it. In this bill it is the object 
thata mere temporary measure, to have existence 
for one month only, shail not change existing laws; 
jcaving them to be adjusted by more matured legis- 
lation. Are not the arguments against this amend- 
ment set aside by the simple declaration, that the 
whole effect of the proviso shall be to suspend dis- 
tribution for ope month? and to put down all other 
constructions, it is declared this act shall have no 
other effect than to postpone the payment of the 
disiribution for one month. 

Mr. CHOATE concurred with the Senator from 
Penosyivania, [Mr. BucHanan,] and he could not 
see any difference between the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] and the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Georgia. His wonder 
was, to see how gentlemen had embarrassed them- 
selves. Itis said this amendment repeals the dis 
tribution act. How? There can be only two 
modes. The first thing is to postpene the payment 
of the distribution to the Ist of August. And then 
ihe distribution act revives in full force. But those 
who contend this isa repeal, go further, and say 
that, by the latter part of the amendment, all re- 
striction is abrogated. That is nothing bat the sal- 
utary and guardian proviso expressly precluding 
such a conclusion. 


But he had succeeded in discovering a legal dif- 
ficulty. It is true that, if this bill is passed without 
any proviso at all, it suspends the operation of the 
distribution for one month. The Senator from 
Massachusetts says it remits the penalty, and the 
Senator from New York catches at the idea. But 
it does nut remit the penalty; it only postpones dis- 
tribution fora month. The amendment means no 
more than what he and his friends meaat. He 
would iorfeit his right arm if it did. The Senator 
from Rhode Island had assigned good reasons for 
inserting such a proviso—the many provisions in the 
dis'ribution bill, other than the one having reference 
to the distribution. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed, in answer to the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island, that it appeared to be his 
idea it was necessary to save the Siates the benefit 
of the distribution act, even though suspended. 
The Senator from Massachusetts thinks the matter 
as clear as Jight; bat he (Mr. W.) thought they 
were as far from clear light as ever, and farther 
too. The distribution act says, if you raise duties 
past 20 per cent., the distribution shall cease; and 
the first part of the proviso, the Senator im- 


agines, suspends that clause till the Ist of August— 
that is, it suspends the proceeds of the public lands; 
and thus, the first part of the provision goes as 
far as the argament of the Senator from Maine re- 
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quires. He noped the Senator, then, would vote to 


strike ont the remainder of his proviso. 

Mr. WOODBURY wished to know whether the 
Siates, or the Gencral Government, were to have 
the proceeis of the publie lands accruing in July? 
Fle conceived the proviso woul! cause the suspen- 
sion of the payment for a mcofith; but the right re- 
mains !o the States to claim it then. if not, what 
use in the who!e proviso? 


Mr. EVANS owed an apology for not an 
ing that question before. His atiention had been 
drawn off from the subject; but he now freely con 


wer. 


ffesed that he was creatiy surprised at the doubts 
ibus expressed. He would expiain tinat his object 
was, that all parties should stand, on the Ist day 


of August, on the same greund as on the Ist July, 
if no intervening 


-gisiation prohibits it; so, if there 


’ 
he no law, the distribution act says the payment 
shall be mace to the Staies on the txt of July and 
1+t of Januery; that is, six months receipts. Bat, 


uader this proviso, instead of being paid on the Ist 
of July, it skal! be on the Ist of August; and the 
receipts of July go with the other five months, to 
be paid on the Ist of January next, as the law di- 
renis, 

Mr. WOODBURY said, then he was to under- 
stand the Senator as saying that, notwithstanding 
the duties shall be higher than 20 per cent. for 
July, the States are not to jose one cent of distribu- 
tion for that month. 

Mr. EVANS said that the six months would go 
to the Siates on the Ist January, leaving the distri- 
bation act substantially in foree till Ist of Au- 
gust—su-pending only the payment till that day. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed, then nothing will 
be taken from the States at all. 

Mr. EVANS admitied that to be the result. 


Mr. LINN said it was obvier ree 
most enligh'ened minds could no. agree upon the 
import of mere words. He hoped a nigh.’s 
would enable them to decid He would, 
lose, Move an adjourament. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN requested a suspension of 
the motion, till the question was taken on Mr. 
Bucwanan’s amendmeni, 

This was agreed to. 

The quesiion was then taken on Mr. Bueuanan’s 
amendment, and negatived. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then moved an adjournment; 
and 

The Senate, at 6 o’clock, a‘journed. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspary, June 23, 1842. 

Mr. LINN, from the Commitee on Public Ex- 
pernditures, made a report respecting the contin- 
geul expenses of the House; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole haviag in chargea 
bill on that subject, and was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TURNEY offered the following joint reso- 
lution, which was read twice: 

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the benefits of the first secuon of an act, enutied “An act grant- 
ing half-pay and pensions to certain widows,”’ approved the 7th 
day of July, 1835, shall not be withheld from any widow whose 
husband died since the passage of the act of the 7th day of June, 
1832; and the widows of such as shall hereafter die shal! be en- 
titled to pensions under said act, they being otherwise entitled 
thereto, and widows: at the time application for a pension 
made. 


Mr. FILLMORE said the resolution appeared 
to be a genera! pension biil of some kind or other; 
and, therefore, he was opposed to its being hastily 

assed, and without consideration. 

Mr. TURNEY said that he intended to move 
that it be committed to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions; and he added, that the decisien 
of the Attorney General, by which the widows re- 
ferred to in the resolution were excluded from the 
pension list, was manifestly erroneous. 

After a few words from Messrs LINN and 
EVERETT, 

Mr. TURNEY withdrew 
resolution was committed 
Whole. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire whether the act entitled “An act to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” ap- 


yroved August 19, ISi1, conrers upon the district courts of the 


Territories of lowa and Wisconsin jurisdiction in cases of bank- 


is 


his motion, and the 
to the Committee of the 
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lowing resolu- 
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y arising t r said and if jurisdiction be not already 
‘ hoon tt uid distrk aes, Cheat the unmittee t 
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Vir. CASKY presented to the House a letrer 
rom the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
icé (Mr. Th H. B Yto the Hon. Z. Casgy 
chairman ct the Coremittee on Pubtic Lands, in 
relation to certain bills tor the confrmaticon of land 
titles, and to amend the laws granting pre-emption 


to settlers on public lands: the lette: 
iv be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; and it was agreed to: 

R ’ I tue retary ¢ 
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he Treasury be required to 
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Mr. LOWELL introduced, on leave, a bill for 
Robert Ramsay; which was read 
>and referred to the Commiitee on Nava! 


part, of ult 


the reliei of 
{wie 


A 
44 


THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BiLU. 

On the motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House 
resolved itself into a Commitiee of the Whole, (Mr 
McKenwman in the chair,) and postponed the tarifi 
bill, for the purpose of considering the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill entitled “An act making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year 
1842” 

The first amendment of the Senate was in item 
No. 1, which provided for pay of commissioned, war- 
rant, and petty officers, and seamen, $2,335,000. 
The Senate bad increased this appropriation to 
$2,800,000 

Mr. FILLMORE recommended a concurrence 
in this amendment. 

Mr. BURNELL, (who is ec 


whaling Interest) sail u 


ut 


i 


nnected 


with the 
> whole country had seen 


ae astonishment the statements of the picceed- 
ngs of Congress relation to the navy. The 


conduct of tae House bad ourrazed public senti- 
ment; for he asserted that public sentiment di: Bot 
require such an attack upon the navy as the House 
had made, by which the House had reduced both 
its moral and its physical force. H> reminded the 
House of the proceedings of the extra s *ssion, 
when, by exciting discussions on the McLeod case, 
and the Northeastern boundary and other ques- 
tions, they pot only alarmed the people, but appa- 
rently alarmed themselves; and, as a Consequence, 
iiey came up and great'y increased their naval 
force. But, in twelve short months, with singular 
inconsistency and fickleness, they changed their 
policy, and proceeded wiih a reckless disregard of 
the existing state of things. 

He then went through some tabular statements, 
to show the amouat and importance of our com- 
mercial marine, and compared it with that of Great 
Biitain. He glanced at the commerce of the 
United States in various parts of the world, which 
was great and increasing; and for its protection, he 
contended that such a navy was necessary as 
would compel every nation cf the earth to respect 
our flag. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to say a few 
words in explanaiion of the vote he gave on the 
proposition fora reduction of the navy, which it 
appeared, by what had been ‘said by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Burnety,} had been en 
tirely misunderstood. With some hesitation he had 
voted against ihe amendment of the gentleaan from 
Georgia [Mr. MeniwETHER] some days or weeks 
ago; and now, without farther reflection or hesita- 
tion, he should ab:de by that vote; but, inasmuch 
as there had been a public meeting at Philadelphia, 
at which resolutions were adorted, speaking a very 
feeling interest on this subject, together with an 
animated controversy on this floor in regard to it, 
he thought it due to its importance that he shonld 
explain what hi: were, With respect to 
what bad falien from the honorable gentleman from 
Massachuretts [Mr, Burnet] in relation to the 
commercial marine of the United States, the gen- 
tleman bad overlooked far the most impor‘ant part 
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of it, and that was the portion of it engaged in the 
coasting trade. 

It was a fact, that ought to be known to those 
who are not familiar with such subjects, that the 
greatest seaport in the world is maintained almost 
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oe 


entirely by the coasting twade—and thet, ip the 
yingle artuicie of In fact, the coal trade of 
Loudon was the only increasing commerce of that 
great ¢!'y, and its most! fertile nursery of seamer, 
as it was destined As 


Corl, 


to be of the United Sates. 
in that iadea portion of his ety [Philadelphia] 
was more tmmediaiely interested, and as th*coast- 
iag ticte had been much undervalued, be thought 
it necessary to say this much. Yielding to the late 
and present Secretaries of the Navy (Mr. Badger 
and Mr. Upshur) all due praise for the zeal and 
ability with which they had falfilied their daties, 
he would premise what he had to say by the as- 
sertion, that he totally disagreed with them in their 
opinion that the American navy ought to be one- 
half the size of that of England. Leaving war 
ont of the question-—for he believed that the venera- 
ble negotiator who has been for some time among us 
has removel every idea of it; so much so, that 
there was bardly aman, woman, or child m the 
country, who believed that there would be any—he 
would speak only in reference to a peace estab- 
lishment. For a peace establishment, then, he 
ihoughi the ravy was already too jarge; and there 
was no just reason why it should be regulated in 
reference to ‘hat of Great Britain. The condition of 
the two coustr.es in regard to the service required 
of their navies was wholly dissimilar. Great Brit- 
ain had large colonial establishments to defend; 
she was sustaining the balance of power in Europe; 
her proximity to rival powers, and her constant 
wars—all these circumstances rendered a larger 
naval force necessary. He thought it was, there- 
fore, preposterous to attempt to rival England ia 
the #)ze and force of our navy. Situated as we 
were, he thought that upon the smallness of our 
navy (and he might say the same thing, too, of the 
army) depended its efficiency; and he was con- 
vinced that any atiempt to increase either would be 
to deteriorate them. 


It had been very gratifying to him to find that, 
in this dixeussion, not one member had said a word 
againsi the navy: it was not, therefor€, necessary 
for him to profess to be friendly to it. The ques- 
tion, however, now was, how to make the navy 
nost efficient; and, on this subject, he had come to 
the conciusion that hasty action was extremely im- 
proper. He enteriajne’ no doubt, from what lit- 
tie attention he had given to the matier, that our 
naval expenditures might be reduced nearly two 
millions by an economical administration of themi. 
The pay of all the intermediate officers, from the 
captain down, appeared to him to be out of all rea- 
son, and far above that of any service in the world. 
Wii, we meet (said Mr. I.) every day, inour way 
to the Capiiol, young gentlemen—very nice little 
chaps—twelve years of age, or thereabouts—who 
are receiving their $500 a year. [A voice was 
heard saying $390 is the pay of a midshipman.] 
No (said,Mr. 1.) the gentleman is mistaken; the pay 
and emoluments of a midshipman on duty ave about 
five hundred dollars, and some seven hundred and 
fifty when he becomes a passed midshipman. Now, 
everybody must know that five or six hundred dol- 
lars a year pay for a little boy was monstrous. It 
led him into extravagance avd vice, and it led to 
that extraordinary competition for appointments 
which, as the gentleman from Indiana had ob- 
served, was shown by a list of 5,000 applicants 
for midshipmen’s warrants. A very important re- 
duction might, therefore, be made in this branch of 
expenditure. There might be a sill greater econ- 
omy observed in the administration of the navy- 
yards and naval stations, many of which were 
maintained at considerable expense, because the 
department did not know what to do with the su- 
prrnumerary Officers. Furthermore, he believed 
thatin other branches of the service there was the 
most was'eful and unnecessary expenditure. He 
saw it stated in the newspapers that Congress was 
every year voting appropriations for the purpose of 
laying uptimber. This was 2 useless expenditure. 
When it became necessary to build the ships, it 
would be time enough then to buy the timber. He 
had anderstood that the ships built on the lakes, 
during the last war, were built of timber cut imme- 
diately from the forest forthe purpose, and they 
lasted long enough to gain the victories which add- 
ed so much to the renown of the navy. Indeed, 





